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þ at the Sun and Moon in 
Cornhil, and Nath. Cliff at the Golden Candleſtick, 


% 


the lower end of Cheapſide, 1707. 


Shall take up no more of the Rea- 
der's Time, than briefly to tell 
him, that the Reaſons why theſe Ser- 
mons come out in ſo ſmall a Print, are, 
that they may be low enough for the 
Poor, and too low for thoſe whom the 
Bookſellers call Pyrates. 
The following Verſes were given 
me by a very Intimate Friend, who 
knows how to Adorn the Great Sub- 
ject of our Revolution with proper 
flights. They are fo admirably 
fitted to the Subject of this Book, 
that I do with Gratitude take leave 
to Publiſh em. 
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To the Reverend Mr. T. B. 


Jon had our Land by Romiſb Prieſts been Fool'd, 
And her griev d Sons with Iron Scepters Rul'd. 


» Long to the Church's Arbitrary Sway, 


Our Engliſh Liberties were made a Prey. 
The Nation's Peace endur'd a laſting Clog, 
*Twixr the devouring Stork, and lumpiſh Log. 
The Log remov'd, the Cruel Srork's Command 
With Blood and holy Rapine filPd the Land: 


The Suff*rers loud Complainings rent the Sky, 


And Pray'rs in Bitterneſs did upwards fly, 


5 : Till WILLIAM, ſent by Heav'n, the Clouds diſpell'd, 
And, filld with Humane Gore, our Monſters quell'd. 


While Prieſts with Conſecrated Malice rag'd, 
He quaſh'd their Efforts, and our Grief aſſwag d. 
The Locuſts thus, the Land of Nile o *rſpread, 
But, driven by the Prayer of Maſes, fled. 
How ſweetly You (my Friend) our Ears detain, 


Telling the Wonders of His Happy Reign? 


Our Souls are fill'd with pleaſing Tranſport here, 
While you Proclaim the Great Deliverer : 


. Who preſs'd thro' Dangers, with Heroick Toil, 
: To ſeek the Welfare of the Brittiſh Iſle. 
: 12 Ira dwelt upon the Prophet's Tongue, 


When He their Paſſage thro? the Water Sung. 
x Our 


=. 


Our Griefs now fled, for Halcyon Days make room, 
And rolling Years of Happineſs to come, 


Our WILLIAM's gone; but This our Joy renews, 
Succeeding ANNA the ſame Race purſues. 

How are Her Councils, how Her Armies praiſ'd! 
Her Subjects Raviſh'd, and the World amaz'd ! 
Thus the Dear Monarch will Himſelf ſurvive, 

And WILLIA Vs Glory ſtill in ANNA live. 


While His Deſigns, Her Royal Cares compleat, 


To make our Joy as laſting, as it's great: 
While Her ſweet Influence chears our bleſt Abode, 
And Peace at Home, Crowns Victories Abroad. 


While Bricrain's Sons, mov'd by Her Geatle Sway, 


To Peace and Truth, advance a Glorious Way : 
While pure Religion reſcu'd, Rules in Chief, 
And Prieſt-Craft periſhes without Relief. 

So, when Elijah did to Heav'n aſcend, 

In mournful view of his Prophetick Friend ; 
He did his own Prophetick Gifts reveal : 
And on Eliſha's Head, 8 Double Portion fell. 
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When Sanballat the Horonite, and To- 
biah, the Servant, the Ammonite, 
heard of it, it grieved them exceed- 


* ingly, that there was come a Man to 
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Seek the Welfare of the Children of 
Iſrael. | 


HESE Words are the abridgment of a 
copious Hiſtory, - that lies round about 
'em. In the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah 
we may fee the Riſe and Progreſs of a 
Glorious Revolution, fill'd with the Clemency ot 
Heaven, and the Courage of a reſcu'd People. God 
had pour'd down a mighty Spirit from on bigb, a 
general inclination was diffus'd.among them, to 
{lip the Yoke of a long Captivity. They begin this 
Noble Deſign in the Fear of the Lord, and that 
makes them advance through a thouſand Ditficul- 
ties; and at laſt they finiſh the collly Underta- 
king, being aſſur'd of a Divine Preſence with them, 
by thoſe Words of the Prophet; Be ſtrong, Zerub- Hag. ij. 4. 
babel, ſaith the Lord, and be ſtrong, O Joſhua, rhe 
Son of Joledech the High-Prieſt ; and be ſtrong, all ye 
People of the Laud, and work; for I am with you, faith 
the Lord of Hoſts. THE 
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THE Caſe of Iſrael was this; God had fold © 


ben for nought, and now they muſt be redeem'd 
Plal. xliv. 12. without 8 He had, ſeveral years before, pait a 
on 


Iſa. Iij. 3. 


Hoſ. vj. 3. 


Ifa. x. 12. 


Sentence of Condemnation upon rhem. Their Re- 
ligion had got ſo much Droſs and Defilement, that 
He reſolves to cleanie them by a ſeverity of Provi- 


dence. They are 2 up in one general Conqueſt, 
1 


and thrown together into the Furnace of Aﬀi&ion : 
The ſeveral degrees of their Nat.on, High and Low, 
Sacred and Common, Kings and Subjects, Prieſts 
and People, are brought to a level. He violent! 
took away his Tabernacle, as if it were a garden; He 
deſtroy'd his places of the Aſſembly ; He caus'd the ſo- 
lemn Feaſts and Salbaths to be forgotten in Sion, and 


| * in the ind ignat ion of hu anger, the King aud 
the 


Prieſt. And this was no more than the reality 
of his ancient Threatnings : He did that which he 
had devis'd, Le Hd his word, which he commanded 
in the _ of old; he threw down, and did not pity; 
he eaw'd the Enemy to ejoyce, and ſet up the Horn of 
their Advei ſaries. | 

THIS was the bitterneſs of their Captivity ; 
but now the time drew near, when the Quarrel 
ſhould ceaſe, and the Lord, whoſe going for:h was 
—_— as the Mo ning, would lead on a Glorious 

y of Liberty tor them. 

I N this, and the former, Book, (which are two 
great branches of the fame Hiſtory) we find, they 
repented of the Evil of Sin, and God repents of the 
Evil of Puniſhment : Here's a change both in their 
Behaviour, and His Diſpenſat ions. He had now 

form'd his whole Work upon Mount Sion and Jeru- 
* and would therefore viſit them again in Mer- 
cy. To this purpoſe he raiſes up a Geneiation of 
Men, who would run the great venture of Lite in 
a Cauſe ſo Divine and Noble. 

I F you follow the Track of this Hiſtory, you'll 
ſee the diſtreſs that lay in their way, the many 
dead weights that hung upon their Zeal; and how 
they concluded the dangerous Undertaking with 


Honour and Victory. We may obſerve at large the 


varie ty of Enemies. 


value of their Cauſe, the Heavenly Image that it 
bore ; and alſo the reſiſtance they met with from a 
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NN Y Text is an abſtract of both. You may here Sermon 1. 


take notice of the Deſign, 
Firſt, IN its inward Subſtance, and Character. 


You ſee what it was they aim'd at, and that was 
to ſeek the Welfare of the Children of Iſrael. They 
were Building for God ; for the Honour of his 
Name, and the Good of his People: We may ſay 


of this Cauſe, as rhe Holy Ghoſt ſpeaks of the 


2 


Church, it is all Glorzow within. It's full of Ar- Pſal. xlv. 13. 


ment to perſwade, and of Vertue to animate, 
Bur it may be conſider'd, 

Secondly, I N its Eutertaiument from the World. 
We here lee what ufage they gave it, and what 
their Temper was to thoſe who embodied in this 
Undertaking ; it grieved them exceedingly. It gave 
them ſuch a torture of Mind, as broke loofe from 
all the guards of Policy and Conduct. Ir run our 
in a Fury above any Dilcipline ; with ſo much Out- 
rage aud Venom, as ſnew d 
both liſted in Satan's Quarrel, and heated with his 
Malice. 

WE may further obſerve the Perſons, who are 
either exalted or condemn'd in this Hiſtory. 

t. T HE chief Perſon concern'd in the good De- 
fign was Nehemiah ; He was the Man that jought the 
Welfare of the Children of Iſrael. Indeed, the Aſſo- 


> ciation was very comprehenſive. All degrees of 


People among the Jews fell in with the Propoſal : 
Bur as he was at the head of this Glorious Cauſe, 
lo the Spleen of the Enemy was chiefly directed at 


him. The value that diſtinguiſhes fuch a Ruler, 
does bur fer him up as the fairer mark for Envy to 


play its artillery upon. 
1. HE rear Wheels of the oppoſite Faction 


are Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the Servant, the 
© Ammonite. The former of theſe, it's probable, takes 
his title from Horonaim, an eminent City of Moab. Ifa. xv. 5. 


The latter is call'd a Servant, whach has led rhe 
whole current of Expoſitors to conclude, that he 


> was rais'd trom a low and mean Station, to make 
>= ſome figure in the Government. And it's conimon 
for an halty pallage trom one extream to another, 


to tranſport Men beyond all the limits of Decency, 


, that their Spirits were 


This is one of the three things fer which the Earth is Prov. xxx. zt, 
B 2 4% 224 
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Sermon I. 


Deut. xxiij. 3. 


Pſal. cxxvi. 
1, 2. 


Tons > 1 mall conſider them apart, and ſhe w, 
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diſquieted, one of four which it cannot bear, for a 
ervant when he ruleth. Now, each of theſe Perlons 
came of a Race that was under the Curſe of God. 
Neither Moabite nor Ammonite were to enter into the 
Congregation for ever, Therefore the Fews having 
leave given them to ſettle in their Nation again, 
theſe People are fill'd with the reſentments of Bit- 
terneſs and Envy. 

THE words are a very fit deſcription of the 
Cauſe and Enemies of our Revolution, It's true theſe 
things happen'd at a great diſtance from us, both 
as to place and time. But we have the revival of 
a parallel Cale ; a Deliverance brought about, from 
the like Extremity, and with an equal Grandeur of 
Providence. This Text and this Day offer to our 
minds two Revolutions, that have the ſame face of 
Divinity upon them. 

W HE N God brought again the Captivity of Sion, 
and of England ;' when he let the Jews raiſe up their 
Temple, and thoſe of this Nation build again their 
Fabrick of Liberty and Religion, that had been 
ſhatter'd by the wickedneſs of Men; when each of 
theſe happen'd, the People were like them that 
dream'd, and they ſaid what has the Lord wrought ? 
And as there was a relemblance in the Bleſſing, ſo 


the Similitude extended further, to the dithculty 


and hazard of this mighty Undertaking. We had 
A MAN rais'd up on purpoſe to looſe the Chains 
of Nations. One that had Compaſſion to begin 
the Work, Courage to follow it cloſe, and Succeſs 
to fee it almoſt finiſn'd. And yet his Perſon and 
Memory fell under the Sting of Malice : There were 
among us ſome whom i grieved exceedingly, that a 

5 65 ſbould come to ſeek the Welfare of the T 
Iſrael. 
S O that we may conſider this Text as deliver- 
ing a general Cale, and take the meaning of it in this 
tr. Any Deſigns of Publ ick Service, either to the 
Glory of God, or the Liberries of Mankind, 

are an uneaſinefs to evil Men. 


THIS Text and Doctrine let vs ſee both the Spi- 
rit of God, and of Satan, acting in different Per- 
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I. The Cauſe, which bears ſo much of a Divine Sermon TI. 
Image. — 


* 5 II. The Rage and Wickedneſs that oppoſe it. 

6 8 

g Il. THE Cauſe, or Deſign, which preſerves Ne- 
1, Ddemiab's Name in a bright Reputation, is his ſeek- 


- ing the Welfare of the Children of Iſrael. And it's a 
very proper deſcription of ſuch an Undertaking as 


e we are come to admire this Day. 

le Many of our New Teſlament Privileges are ſet 
h down in Old Teſtament Language. The great Ene- 
f my of the Chriſtian Church is called Babylon. We 


n have their name in Capital Letters. MYSTERY, 4 
f 7 BABYLON THE GREAT, THE M O- Rev. XVls. 5, 
r * THER OF HARLOTS, AND ABOMIE-6 
f NATIONS OF THE EARTH. Dunk 

with the Blood of Saints, and of the Martyrs of jeſus. 

I need not tell you what fort of People tnis De- 

{cription is fitted to, and how juitly they have au- 

ſwer'd all the Vileneſs of Prophetic Characters. 
23 OUR Deliverance from this Univerſal Enemy is 
* laid down in the ſame Language, which that of 

Jrael is expreſt by. The Cry to them was, Flee out er. 1j. 6. 
of the midſt of Babylon, and deliver every Man his 
Soul. Be not cut off in her Iniguity; for thu us the 
time of the Lord's Vengeance, he will render unto ber 
a recompenc'. We would have healed Babylon, but ſhe Ver. 9. 
not healed ; forſake her, aud let us go every Man into 
his own Country, for her Fudgment veacheth unto Hea- 
ven, and is! 25 up even to the Skies, The Lord has Ver. 10. 
brought forth our Righteouſneſs, come aud let us declare 
in Sion the work of the Lord our God. The ſame ex- 
preſſions do we find in the Advice and Mercy that 
God gives to the Chriſtian Church; Babylon the Rev. xix. 2. 
Great u fallen: Come out of her, my People, that ye be Ver. 4. 
not partakers of ber Sins, and that ye receive not of ber 
Flagues. Reward her even as ſoe has rewarded you ; 6. 
double unto her double. Her Plagues ſhall come in one 8. 
day, Death, and Mourning, and Famine : She ſhall be | 
— utrerly burnt with fie, for ſtrong is the Lord God, who 
| * guageth her. Rejoyce over her, thou Heaven, aud ye 20. 
* 1 Apaſtles, and Prophets, for God has avenged you 
3 er. 


4 IN the New Teſtament, we are faid to be come es 
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Sermon I. to Mount Sion, and are called rhe Irael of God; and 


if — I/>2 2 {crutiny is promis'd to diſcover them, who 
it Heb. xi). 22. they are fews, and are not, but are of the — 


of Satan. So that theſe are proper words fer the 
rcies of our Day. "3 

To purſue the Glory of this Deſcription, there are 
two things that call for our regard, We muſt inquire, 

1. Wherein the Welfare of Chriſtians, af the 
Children of Iſrael in a Goſpel and Spiritual Senſe, 
eonſiſts. Tx 

2. What it is to endeavour this; or who may be 
called by ſo great a Name, as rhe Man that ſeeks it. 

1. WE may eaſily come to know, whetein their 
Welfare conſiſts, if we take a ſhort view of the 
People themſelves. Now the Name of — in the 
Old Teitamenr, and the ſpiritual uſe of the word 
in the New, import theſe two things; that they 
were ſeparated to the Lord, 7 

1. As is Servants for Worſhip. 
2. As his Charge for Protection. 

And therefore their Welfare may take in theſe 
two Branches: 

t. A Liberty for their Religious Behaviour to 
adore God, according to his W1ll. 

2. A peaceful Enjoyment of their Civil Rights. 

BOTH theſe were rorn away by the Captivity, 
they loſt their Temple, and their Land: and the 


#elfare that this Great Prince Nehemiah had in his 4 


Eye, was the Building of God's Houſe, and the 
znhabiting of their own with Safety. 

(1.) THE Welfare of [/ael confiſts in a freedom 
for Religious Services : Taking off the Fetters, that 
chain down a tender Conſcience. Ir has been rhe 

rpetual Strife of Hell to ſhatter Chriſtianity this 
way : Ir begun very early in the Church. In the 
Apoſtles days, ſome produc'd a Sham-authoriry to 
enſnare the ſcrupulous, and break down the banks 
of Chriſtian Liberty: This Incroachment the Al- 
fembly at Jeruſalem declar'd againſt. Ve have heard 
that ſome who went out fiom ws have troubled you with 
words ſubvert ing your Souls, [aying ye muſt needs be cir- 
cumciſed, and keep the Law, to whom we gave no ſuch 
Commandment : It ſeem'd good to the Holy Ghoſt, and to 


them, to lay upon them no greater burden than ſome ne- 
cefſary 2 * 77 HIS 
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THIS is an old Engine of Miſchief, Tais'd (in- Sermon N 


deed) in the Name of Chriſt, but deſign'd to ga 
on the Baiter1es of Satan. it's the buſine hat 
Adveirſarty tv daſh God's People one agamit auo- 
ther; and io he makes them both the Tools, and 
the Partners, of a common Ruin. Some have ſtrain'd 
their Arms, by reaching at an Authority beyond 
the Rule. A ſtiffneſs in Impoſi tions has been the 
womb. of a thouſand Quarrels in the Chriſtian 


World. 


T WAs this Yoke that we ſhook off at the 
Reformation. The great Welfare and Caule of Tſraet 
then, was promoted by an avowance of this Prin- 
ciple, that the Conſciences of Men are in ſubjection 
to no other than a Divine Authority. The attempts 
that were made to renew our Slavery this way, the 
whole length of two bloody Reigns, have left Im- 
preſſions behind them, that will never be ras'd out 
from the Minds of true Proteſtants: Thoſe who 


would ſtand faſt in the liberty, wherewith Chriſt has Gal. v. 1. 


made them fiee, and not be entangled again in the Joke 
of Bondage, 

] UST at the time that Popery was rampant in 
England, it was raging in France. Our Laws, that 
fecur'd the Religion and Government here againit 
rhe known Enemies of both, were over-rul'd with 
meer Pleaſure aud Reſolution. And when the Pro- 
teſtant Religion was thus diſarmed in England, then 
was the Edid of Nantz recalled, which Eſtabliſh'd 
the Rights of thoſe People in France. Thus open'd 
a gap for ſuch a Scene of Blood and Cruelty, as is 
not yet ended. And that King ſuffer d himſelf to 
be complemented with a puipoſe of doing the ſame 


> here. hen the Biſhop addreſs'd him at Verſailles, 


1685, at the head, and in the name of the Clergy, 
he extolls the Zeal that had made ſuch a Ravage 
among the Proteſtants in that Country ; and then 


7 lays he, What may we not yet expect? England 


« 1s hut offering to your Majeity one of tie moit 


„ Glorious Occaſions that you can defire. And, 


it's obſervable, Our King ſuffer d the Tranſlat ion ot 
that Speech to pals among us; a ſhrewd Evidence 
that the Tranilation of the Thing was to come after. 
( 2.) THE YHelfare of Iſrael conſiſts in a peace- 

| ab's, 


— — 
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Sermon I. able enjoyment of their Civil Rights. Fight for your | 
| IV > Brethren, your Sons, your Daughters, your Wives and 
; Neh. iv. 14. your Houſes, God's giving up his People to Pon- 
dage was no excule for the Enemy*s Cruelty ; nor 
1 any bar to their attempts for Liberty and Reſcue. 
Iſa. li). 1, 2. He rather ſtir'd up their Courage, Awake, awake, put 
on thy ſtrength, O Sion; put on thy beautiful garments, |! 
O Jerulalem, thou holy City. Shake thy ſelf from the © 
duſt; looſe thy ſelf from the bands of thy neck. He is 
i not ſo hard a Maſter, as to make his People ſlaves ® 
44 to the Tyranny of Men, without giving them 
14 leave to medirare an Eſcape. Sometimes (indeed) 
he reſtores their Peace, by changing the Tempers ok 
thoſe that held them Captive; and, at other times, 
by kindling a reſolution in his own Servants, and 
ſmiling upon the attempt with all the benignity of 
Providence, The former of theſe was Iſrael's caſe 
in the Text, the latter was England's at the Revolu- 
_ 5 ſaid to 3 in his or, as he did 
5 7. to them by an expreſs voice, Deliver thy ſelf, O Sion, 
Teck. B. 7. l nc with the Darghter of Babylad. 5 9 

AS no Powers upon Earth have his Warrant to 
make Tenderneſs of Conſcience a Crime, ſo with 
as little Juſtice do they pretend to an arbitrary diſ- 

| ofal of Peoples Ri hts. To ſay that this N tolence 
as his Authority, and mult not be reſiſted, is to 
Job xiij. 7. ralk deceitfuliy for God, as if he could be profited by | 
our Lies, That a Wretch abandon'd to all manner 
of Wickedneſs ſhould be call'd his Vicegetent, is 
enough to repreſent Government as a Plague ; and 
to give us itrange Notions of that God, whom this 
Monſter of Iniquiry pretends to derive his Title 
Hoſ. viij. 4. from. They have ſet up Mints, but not by me; they 
made themſelves Princes, but I knew it not. 

IN theſe two things the Welfare of Iſrael conſiſts; 
and therefore thoſe Doctrines that rye up the hands 
of an afflicted People, and make it a part of Reli- 
gion to lie down in their Miſery ; theſe are as much 
beneath an Vraelite, as they are beneath a Man. 
They are equally againſt Revelation and Nature. 
Theſe are the Branches of that Deliverance we come 
ro admire before rhe Lord thu Day. Our Religion 
and Liberties have been long 1truck at by an Enemy 
pu has diſtinguiſh'd himſelf to Contempt, at the 

| expenc* 
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of ISAAEL. ; 9 
expence of Oaths, Covenants, and Promiles of the Sermon Y 


| -molſt facred Aﬀpect. — But he has lately had his ors 


Charater from the Engliſh Throne, and, we hope, from 
thence he's to have his Doom. Her Majeſty, in that 
Noble Speech which has open'd the Eyes, and revid d See the Lords 
the Hearts of Her Subje#s, has given him this brand, Addreſs. : 
that, No Treaty with the French King is any longer 
" binding, than till he finds it his Intereit to break 
It. 
2. W HA T muſt the Temper of that Perſon be, * 
who = this Welfare of the Children of Ifrae] ? Or 
how d ſuch a Work be carry'd on? 
1. THERE mult be a great dealL.of Courage 
and Faith, They that embark in this Defign had 
need be conſcious to an Heavenly Alliance. This 
was the ſupport of the Fews. The God of Heaven, Neh. ij. 20. 
be, will proſper us, 3 we bis Sercants will ariſe, 
and bid. How often do we find Nehemiah owning, 
that they had ſeveral advances of Succels, through 
the good Hand of their God upon them? A cowardly 
Spirit, nay, one that looks to no higher an artillery 
than Nature, will never bear up againſt a Storm. | 
There's a Vo to thoſe rebelliow Children, that rake Fa. xxx. 1, 
Counſel, but not of God; that cover with a covering, 2, 3+ 
but not of his Spirit; that walk*to go down to Egypt, 
and have not asked at his mouth, to ſtrengthen then 
ſelves in the ſtrength of Pharaoh, and to truſs in the 
ſhadow of Egypt, Therefore the ſtrength of Pharaoh 
was ther ſhame, and the truſt in the ſhadow of Egypt 
pheir confuſion : They were all aſhamed of a People that Ver. 5» 
could not profit them, nor be an help, but a reproach. 
HOW many Railleries and Plots, how much 
Reſiſtance and Enmiry muſt the Jews force their way 
through? Tho' they had the Royal Connrenance, 
yet that was no ſhelter from the Tempeit of interi- 
our Mortals. Such as pretended an uneafinefs to 
fee the King's damage, had yet the confidence roclog F2ra iv. 14. 
his Commands. Now, when the Detign proſper d 
in the face of all this Violence, it is ſaid the Ene- 
mies themſelves were much caſt down in their own Eyes, ch. vj. 16. 
becauſe they perceived this Work was wrought of G — 
AND, was there nothing of this in Egland? 
Did not they, who ſuffer d as Martyr: for the Law 
and Liberty of their Nation, (did not they) die iu 
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Sermon I. the Faith — hm _ have ſeen ? — ſubmit- 
WR ing to a prelent Diſappointment, and yet breathin 
their Jaſt in a — that the Cauſe would riſe 
again ? Their parting words were to the ſame ſenſe 
with Joſeph's, I die, but God will ſurely viſit you, 
aud bring you up out of this * here was 
much of this Faith in the actual attempt: This made 
our Worthies rite up at a Time, when the Cauſe 
Heb. xj. 34. look'd deſperate 3 This put the Armies of the Aliens 
to flight, and out of weakneſs made ws ftrong. This 
Tech. iv. 6, 7. Was the Word of that Providence, Not by Might, 
nor by Power, but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. 
Who art thou, O great mountain, before Zerubbabel 
thou fhalt become a plain! 
2. THIS mutt be done with a deep ſeriouſneſs, 
Neh. iv. 8, 9. and cloſe application to rhe Throne of Grace. T. 
confjir*d, all of them, to come and fight againſt Jeru- 
ſalem, and to hinder it : Nevertheleſs we made our 
Prayer unto God, and ſet a watch againſt them day and 
night. When a Deſign of this nature is on foot, a 
Spirit of Grace and Supplication is generally diffus'd 
| through the expectants of the Bleſſing. God will 
Ezek.” xxxvj. be enquir'd of by the Honſe of Iſrael. The People, 
37 who us'd to ſhut him out of their Council, and ne- 
ver ask his Advice with an humble Importunity; 
thele are now flung with a ſenſe of their Error, 
and find their way back again to the Merey-ſeat. 
You have frequent Inſtances of this in the Hiſtory 
before us. Upon the rife of any new Difticuky, 
they endeavour to unravel it by an application to 
that God, who can bring Light out of Darkneſs. 
Fzra vii. 21. Thus we find, Ezra proclaims a Faſt at the River Aha- 
va, that they might affliet their Souls before Gd, and 
ſeek of him a right way, for them, their little ones, 
and all their ſubſtance, 


— 


Sen. I. 24. 


THIS is equally a Duty and Privilege. When 


2 People are brought low, and all the paſſages of 
Relief ſtop' d up, the eternal gates of Rediels ſtand 
open. Uſually, when a Publick Bleſſing is come to 
the birth, there's a new fervency among Chriſtians: 
Strong Cries make their way to the Throne of 
Grace : Neceſlity and Hope give a warmth to their 
Pan. is. r,2, Arguments. When Daniel underſtood by Books, that 
God would accompliſh ſeventy years in the * | 


«42 
'F, 


} 


Sp = Wy 


| — 
* *- 7, * 
. * EY A 
1 


— 


11 


— 


of I8Ratt 


4 Jeruſalem, he ſet his Face to the Lord, to ſeek 4 

1 yp and Supplication, with Faſting, and Sackcloth, 
and Aſhes. 

AND, ſuch a Bleſſing was our Revolution 5 we 
may look upon it as an Anſwer to thoſe mournful 
Cries, which made their ſtated Viſits to the Mercy- 
fear, during the long Bondage of five and twenty 


years. 
3. THIS Cauſe is to be carried on with a ſtrict 


K 


Union among God's People. They all ſaid, let us "fr Neh. ij. 19. 


77 and huild; ſo they ſtrengthened their hands for 
is good Mork. The Diſputes that rag'd in Judah, 


would be heal'd in Babylon. Our — . Hay, and 


Stubble, are all confum'd in the Fire of Affliction. 
The general Calamities that come upon God's Peo- 
le are very uniting. The preſence of the Wolf 
— the Sheep from puſhing one another, They 
that had not Love enough to join in a defence of 
their Liberties, they, can unite in a recovery of 
them, when they are laſh'd with the ſame Adver- 
fity. Before theſe days, ſays God to his People in 
Babylon, there was no Peace to him that went out, nor 
to him that came in, becauſe of the —_— for I ſet 
all Men, every one, againſt hs Neighbour ; but now I 


will not be to the ref ue of this People, as in the former | 
„for their Seed ſhall be of Peace. Vid. Marg. 


days, = the Lor 


Sermon I. 
— — 


* 


Zech. viij. 


30, n 


It's then that the Church js terrible as an Army with Cant. vj. 10. 


Banners, The great including Cauſe, wherein we 
are all partners, ſhould ſwallow up every difference 
of Opinion, and drain away the ferment of Spirit, 
that rages in Controverhe, God promiſes to cut 
off the chariot fiom Ephraim, and the horſe fiom Je- 
ruſalem: They no longer quarrel at Home, 
bur be united againſt a common ho He will 
bend Judah for him, and fill the bow with Ephraim, 
and _ up the Sons of Sion againſt the Sons of Greece, 

WHEN the Adverſary has got us within his 
reach, the former Queſtion drops, what ſort of 


ma are in the right ? Then the univerſal Query 
is, 


w ſhall we eſcape * Such a Temper as this 
muſt be ſupream in Perſon, who ſeeks the 
Welfar of the Children of Iſrael. It can neyes be 


Zech. Ix, I 


Ver. 13. 
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Sermon I, mighty Cords of Union, One Lord, one Faith, one 

betin; thele will hold us fait, and keep us from 

Eph. iv. 5. ſhaking aſunder by any Opinions of a lower Claſs. 

Zech. vii, Then the Inhabitants of one City will ſay to another, 
21. let w go ſpeedily, and pray before the Lord of Hoſts. 

WHA T there was of this in Exland, when, 

Proteſtants of all ſorts were trembling upon the lips 

of the Gulph, what Love and Candor appear'd 

among them, may be remember*'d with pleaſure ; 

| and yet with a regret, that it ſhould go no further 

.. . than a fit of Sweetneſs; that the Children ſbould 

MA. XXXV ig. 3, cn to the birth, when there was no ſtrength to bring 

rth. | 

fo 4. All this muſt be done with a ſincere regard to 

Zech. ix, 14, the Glory of God. The Lord ſcall be ſeen over them 

16. and his Arrows ſball go forth as the Lightning; and 

they ſhall be as the ſtones of a Crown, lifted up as an 


enſg u upon hs Land. The Welfare and Worſhip of 
Vrael are things, that he has his revenue of Ho- 


nour hom: They each of them pay their ſhare in- 
to his Exchequer. Their Religion adores him in 
the Beauties of Holineſs : In their-Deliverance he 
makes bare his mighty Arm, and is known by the Fudg- 
ments that he executes, | 
. INDEED he may, and oftentimes doth, make 
ule of ſelfiſh narrow-Ipilited Perſons to begin the 
Work. Our Reformation, at firſt, ſeem'd to be little 
elle than the claſhing of Pride between the King 
and the Pope. It did not look like a Battle for 
Truth, bur a tryal of Skill for Supremacy. Bur as 
there were many that acted from more ſublime Prin- 
4 ciples, fo the Cauſe proſper'd in them, when it was 
the Humour of the Prince to drop it. When there's 
no more in a Controverſie than the ſwell of one 
Man's Price againſt another's, God uſually ſhatters 
them both, that the World may groan- no longer 
under the weight of two rival Tyrants : But when 
Perlons fincerely deſign the Advancement of his 
Glory, he wall own them always with a Peace in 
cheir Boloms, and generally with : Succeſs inth&ir 
uſe, | 


Nehemiah could have no other End than a good + 


one in undertaking the Reſcue of Iſrael. He was 
advanced high enough in Behylou ; 4 Bg 
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Dig nity, and value in that Court : whereas in this Sermon I. 


Adventure, here was no N but of War and — A 


Hardſhip : and yet his Zeal for the Divine Glory 
burns its way through every oppoſition. He fo little 


conſulted himſelf, that be required not the Bread of Neh. v. 18. 


the Governour, becauſe the Bondage was heaty upon the 


Co 
ND, allow me to give you another Inſtance of 


fuch a Temper; I mean that GREAT PRINCE, 


who came to /eek the Welfare of our Irael. In his 
Speech to thoſe that met him at Exeter, He tells 
them what Temptations had been offer'd ham to re- 
turn; and leave the mighty Deliverance unaccom- 
pliſh'd : And, among ſeveral Paſſages to this Pur- 
pole, I find theſe Words : © Let the whole World 

© now judge, if our Pretences are not fincere, ge- 
& nerous, and above Price, fince we might have 
« even a Bridge of Gold to return back; bur it is 
« our Principle and Reſolution rather to die in a 
good Caule, than to live in a bad one. And, in- 
deed, how much Religion fill'd his part in that 

reat contrivance, will appear from what paſt at his 

arewel to the States, wherein He thus expreſles 
himſelf : © Ir is needleſs for me to recapitulate the 
* Reaſons that induce me to leave my Native Coun- 
* try; but hope and pray, that God will endue 
„ me with Wiſdom, Foreſight and Courage, and 
* not withdraw. his Arm from me in a time of need. 
4% I call God to witneſs between Himſelf and my 
* own Conſcience, that I do not undertake ſuch a 
& difficult Affair, but for His Glory; and that my 
« only Aim is the Honour of God, the Welfare of 
« your Country, and the Chriſtian Religion. I 
therefore hope for a Divine Bleſſing upon it. Here 
he ſeem'd to have made an end, but, after a ſhort 
Pauſe, begun again, and told them, © That as he 
& did not know how God might diſpoſe of him, 
« fince he had put on hu Sword, and knew not when 
„ge might put it of; and that in caſe God ſhould 
let that befall him, which had happened to many 
„Men, that he ſhould loſe his Lite in the Expe- 
« dition, he defir'd they would take the Princeſs, 
his Wife, under their Protection, who was as well 
| * altected to that Country, and % Religion planted 

* 


« there, 
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Sermon I. 4 there, as he was: She cuuld no where find ſo ſe- 
[ © curea Protection as under the Wings of the States: 


« And he further defir'd, that they would always 
% mind him in their private Prayers, of which he 
« ſhould Have the ſame regard to them. With theſe 
words, ſays the Hiſtorian, the Tears ran down his 
Face, and the Penſioner gave him a ſuitable Anſwer. 
I SEE the Time is already poſſeſs'd and fill'd u 


with theſe things, I have no room for the Secon 


General Head, which is the Oppoſition and Vic- 
Jence that Deſigns of this Nature always meet with. 
It's a g1tevow thing to thoſe, who love Dominion 
and Plunder, when their Hands are tied up, that 
they cannot diſturb the Velfare of Iſrael. 
IIIA laid a Scheme for ſome Enlargements 
upon this Head, and would haveſhewn you ſeveral 
branches of their Fury ; what Intriegue and Poiſon 
it met with, the meaſures it acted by, and the re- 
folution that fill'd it: And, then, would have ta- 
ken occaſion, from hence, to admire the Grace of 
God in his People, that could fight through theſe 
dangers ; and his Grace to them that made them 
more than Conquerors, But I will be guilty of no 
difobedience to the limits of the Time, and ſhall 
therefore conclude with three practical Reflections 
upon. what has been ſaid. 
1. I'S it ſo glorious and difficult a Work to ſeek 
zhe Welfare of Iſrael? Then, let us do our utmoſt 
both to value and preſerve it. A Contempt of the 
Deliverance is breaking down the Fence, and letting 
in a Robbery and Plunder. When we begin to de- 
ſpiſe any Mercy, it looks like a parting with it; 
and ſuch a Temper will end, either, in a bitter Re- 
pentance, or a loſs of the Bleſſing. Should the In- 
tection take, which ſome are ſpreading amongſt us, 
and an Hatred of the Revolution be univerſal, we 
muſt of neceſſity ſlide down again into our National 
Miſeries. It coſt many of the laſt Generation their 
Blood for what we now enjoy, and it's pity that 
Liberties of ſuch a rate ſhould be weaken'd,or ovet- 
run with a new deluge of Tyranny. | 
B UT, when you'r exhorted to value and pre- 
ſerve the Welfare of Iſrael, remember how deep Rel 1 
gion lies in both theſe; That this is to be done with 
| | 2 
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a ſuitable regard to Him,who is the Author of theſe 
Public Salvations. Our eſteem for the Mercy is a 


Sermon 1 


Gratitude to his Love, our Care of it is a Depen- 


dance upon his Power. As the Deſign is ſo full of 
a God, let us neither exclude him from the Devoti- 
ons of our Praiſe, nor the attempts of our Zeal. We 
only put Enemies to ſhame, becauſe God has deſpis'd em. 
Let us always take care to keep in with Him. Whilſt 
we maintain His Cauſe againſt the Wickedneſs of 
the Age, it's a promiſing token, that he will main- 
tain ours : But if we rebel againſt Him, we know 
not how ſoon he may change ſides, and provoke uw 
to 1 * with a fool iſo Nation. 

LET Prayer and Courage always unite. Keep 
wreitling with Heaven and Earth at once. Learn the 
art of conquering above, gettiug a graut of the Mer- 
Cy there, ſecuring Almightineſs imo your Alliance; 
and then 112 union of Power aud Malice, again 
you, will diſſolve and melt away. Thus you'll have 
an Iſraelire's compleat Character, and will be the 
better fitted to promote their general Cauſe ; you'll 


Pal. litþ 5. 


Deut. xxxij. 


21. 


be Perſons that have Power with God and Men, and Gen. xxxij. 


Fax precail. I know it, when I cry my Foes ſhall turn 
'AcRe | 

2. LET us be very inquiſitive after an Intereſt in 
the chief Velfare of Iſrael. This conſiſts in a Pardon 
of Sin, a Renewal of Nature, and an Union ali 


28. 
Pal. 1v}. 9. 


Chriſt for both; ro.his-Righrevuſneſs for our Juſti- 


fication and Acceptance, to his Grace and Spirit for 

all the Beauties of Holineſs. This is the beſt Secu- 

rity and Companion to our Civil Liberties: They 

are Join'd in the Promiſe. I will remove the Iniquiry 

of the Land, in one day; and, in that day, 1 e call 

every Man his Neighbour under the Vine, an —_ the 
tree. 

41 is indeed a valuable Mercy to have the Law 
of the Nation, aud the Goſpel of Heaven encircling 
one another : Bur what a poor buſineſs will this 
be to one that's doz'd in Luſt, a Slave to Satan, a 
Veſſel of Wrath firting for a State where there ſhall 
be no Revolution! It is a Privilege that our Lives 
and Enjoyments are ſhelter'd by the Conſtitution; 
That God has broke the 2oke of Popery, which neither 


c nor eur Fathers were able to bear, But, alas, there's 
| a 


Zech. iij. 9, 
10. 
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Sermon I. a worſe Bondage, and a more dangerous q 
WAY = that every Sinner is held by. What need have we, 
then, to cry above, to look within, that our Bodies 

and Souls may be deliver'd together ? That this 

National Mercy may be attended with a perſonal 

one to our felves ? That upon all our Enjoyments 


Zech. xiv. may be written Holineſs unto the Lord, and there may 


20, 21, be no more a Canaanite in Hu Houſe, That our Fyes 
Iſa. xxxiij. may fee Jeruſalem a quiet Habitation, a Tabernacle 
20, 24- that ſball not be taken down, not one of the Stakes there- 
: removed, nor any of the Cords broken : And the great 
lefling of all, in this day of common Peace, is, The 
Tnhabitant ſhall not ſay I am ich; the People therein 
Pall be forgiven thei, Iniquity. | 
- 3. LET us look forwards, with all the pleaſures 
and confidence of Hope, to that deliglitful State 
where the Welfare of Iſrael is compleated. This World 
is in a perpetual flux of Changes: God is rolling 
one over another in their turns. Sometimes his 
People want an Adverſity; and when this has re- 
gulated rhezr Tempers, then, they muſt be lift up 
again, and plac'd high in the Favours of Provi- 
dence. And as theſe ſucceſſions are a needful Diſ- 
cipline, ſo they are a conſtant one. Severities and 
Cordials are following one another, as the caſe of 
the —— * * | . * 
xij. 28. BUT the AMingdom above cannot be moved : There's 
_— not « ſtormy Breath to ruffle the fereniry of that 
5 place. That Man Chriſt Feſw, who principally feeks 
Ia. Ixiij. 1. the Welfare of Iſrael, is mzghty to ſave. He will per- 
PC. CxXxVvil). fect that which concerns w, and accompliſh all his 
88 — nt He ſhall fee the Travail of hu Soul," and ſo 
Ifa. liij. 11. fhall we of ours, and there will be a mutual Satu- 
Neh. vj. 1. faction. The Walls of that City are rais'd, the Gates 
{et up, the Breaches clos'd, and the Temple finifh'd : 
2 Cor. v. 1. For it's à Building of God, an Houſe not made with 
Hands, _ in the 7 — 2 fhall our yk 
A. IX. 20. 70 more go down, nor our Moon withdraw it ſelf ; 
a the Lord ſhall be our everlaſting Light, and thi AR of 
Monrning will be ended, | ” 
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Welfare of ISRAEL 


Diſcover d and Improved. 
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- NEHEM. ij. 10. 


— grieved them, that a Man was 
come to ſeek the Welfare of the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael. | | 


o& ME of you will remember that I begun a 


| Difcourſe upon theſe Words the laſt Lear; 
It is now my Defign to purfue the lame 
Thread, and, at this time, to work off the 
whole Meditation. I then ſhew'd you the conne- 
ction that the Text bears to the Hiſtory of theſe two 
Books, Ezra and Nebemiab, which I ſhall now pats 
over. The People defcrib'd in the contempt of theſe 
words are Sanballat, Tobiah, and the whole Cabal of 
inferiour Enemies. The foundation of that ſhame- 
ful Memory they are condemn'd to is this, that i- 
riev'd them exceedingly that a Man was come to ſeek 
the Welfare of the Children of Iſrael. 

T HE Perſon, whoſe Reputation flouriſhes in this 
character, is Nehemiah. He liv'd in all the Splend 
of a Court at Babylon The World could ſcarce bid 
higher for him in l He lay under no 
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The Gare r of Enemies 


Sermon II. 
— — 


Heb. xj. 25, 
26. 


conſtraint to leave the Fulneſs and Serenity of that 
Puſt. But God enflam'd him with a Zeal for the 
Reſcue of His People. And here ſeems to be a re- 
vival of Moſes's Work, and Spirit too. It was faid 
of him, that he had rather ſuffer AMliction with the 
People of Hod, than enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a 
eaſon : Eſteeming the Reproach of Chriſt greater Riches 
than all the Treaſures of Egypt. The ſame Faith guided 
this Perſon in Irael's ſecond Captivity. He runs an 
univerſal hazard; ſtands looſe from Reputation, 
Plenty, Quietneſs, and all rhe fofter amuſements of 
this World: When his Eyes are open upon ſo great 
a Bleſſing as the rerurn of the Fews, he learns to 
ſhut them upon himſelf, and will ſcarce take time 
to think of what is Perſonal. He rather chooſes to 
periſh with his Brethren, than ſhine in a Palace 
without them. This was the Man, and this the 
Cauſe, which gave Sanballat and Tobiah their great 
Vexation. That we nught not be confin'd to a fin- 
gle Inſtance, when the caſe is common, you had 

the ſenſe of the words in this 
Doctr. Any Deſigns of Public Service, to the Glory of 
Gad, or the Liberties of Hu People, are an 

uneaſineſs to wicked Men. 


The Method we then fix'd was to conſider theſe 


two parts of the Text aſunder. 


IJ. The Cauſe that is here commended. 
II. The Rage and Violence that will always op- 


The Cauſe or Undertaking, which Nebemiab's 
Character itands upon, and fills it ſelf with, is that 
he ſought the Welfare of the Children of Iſrael. Here 
I thew'd you . . 

Fnſt, WHAT Defigns they are that may juſtly 
go by lo Glorious a Name; Whelein the Welfare of 


 1frael may be ſaid to conſiſt: And, upon that Head, 


1 endeavour'd to illuſtrate our Great Revolution un- 
der the figure of this Hiſtory. | 
Secondly, WE confider'd the Temper of thoſe 
People who ſeek this Bleſſing aright : And here 
allo I enlarg*d with a continual regard to the No- 
ble Spirit that diffus d it felf through England — 
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the Birth of the Mercy, that we are here to re- Sermon II. 
member, I do now proceed, 3 


II. TO the ſecond Lranch of the Text and Do- 

ctrine, the other Head of Diſcourſe contain'd in theſe 
words, and that is the vile reſentment, which the > 
Enemies of the Jews had upon this occaſion. In- i 
lead of rejoycing with Jeruſalem, that God had re- Iſa. Ixvj. to. 
deem d 3 viſited His People, tis all diſcord to them. Luke 1. 68. 
The Providence is ſerene, but they are tempeſtuous. 
When every thing was calm abroad, their Paſſions 
riſe with more Tumult. The words let us fee how 
intenſe and violent the commotion was, it grieved 
them exceedingly. This ſhews the force of the Indig- 
nation, that it was extream and Eoitterous : It did + 
not keep within the ulual limits of Sorrow, bur 

revail'd over all the Correction of Prudence or 

emper. Such wild and unruly work do Perſons 


make in their oppoſition to God. This Blot upon 


the Enemies of that Day, may with equal Juitice 
ſpread it ſelf to ours. The Character is general, and 
unconfin'd to any Age or Nation. *Tis the 1 
tual Malignity of wicked Men. They are always 
thus ruffled when God rides in the Chariot of Sal- 
vation for · His People. 

WE ſhall conſider this uneaſineſs three ways. 

1. In the Springs that guide it. 

2. In the Methods it proceeds by. 

3. In the reſult of Glory that God will have from 
it. For ſometimes this is a dark Ground, upon 
which he lays the Beauties of Providence to an ad- 


vantage. 


I. THE Principles of Grief at ſo good a Work 
are chiefly theſe two. 
1. IT muit be refoly'd into the general Corruption 
of Human Nature. There are the leeds of this Ma- 
lignity in us all. Ve are alienared from the Life of Eph. iv. 18. 


God through the Darkneſs there i in w. The carnal Rom. v iij. 7. 


ind is no better than Enmity againſt every thing 
that bears a Divine Impreſſion. But though this is 
a common pollution, it does not equally expand it 
ſelf in public Quarrels with Heaven. 
SOME Perlons are ſaid to be ſes on firs of Hell: Jam. iij. 6. 
D z Satan | 
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Sermon II. Satan takes the advantage of Original Corruption. 
wo Sa He works it up to higher degrees, and makes it 
more diffuſive and boiſterous. And there is nothing 
that more warms this violence, than an oppolition 
Rom. iij. to God and His Intereſt. What the Apoitle gives 
13— 18. as a blot upon univerſal Nature, the Pſalmiſt had 
brought in witha peculiar reference to the Enemies 
Pſal. v. 9. of all Piety. Their Throat i; an open ſepulchre, their 
Tongues have uſed deceit, the poiſon o Ape ic under 
their Lips, their Mouth u full of curfing and bitterneſs, 
their Feet are ſwift to ſhed Blood; un and Mi- 
ſery are in their ways, the way of Peate have they not 

known, and there wu no fear of God before their Eyes. 

I N thele Battles you fee Human Nature at the 
worſt. *Tis a Service ſo wretched, as if People 
were under a ſort of Frenzy. They come down from 

_ Reaſon, and ſuſpend the Man. The Apoſtle calls 
Acts xxv]j. II. it in himſelf an exceed TN when he perſe- 
cuted the Church, and waſted it. But this is too looſe 
and general for the defign of the Text and Day, 
therefore, | 

2. THERE's another Reaſon that is more per- 
ſonal, and lies nearer to the Men we are ſpeaking 
of, and that is the great advantage they have had 
from the Confuſions and Miſeries of Mankind. This 
they lole _ any ſecurity of the public Welfare. 
Well might Demetrius, and the Men of that Buſi- 
neſs, riſe againſt the Gofpel. There was a double 
Idolatry to warm their Zeal, that which Education 

5 gave them, and the other chat Intereſt threw in 4 

Col. ii]. 5. tor 1 w Idolatry. This Doctrine, that they 
Acts xix. 26. are no gods which are made with hands, was a cenſure 
of their Worſhip as Epheſians, and a ruin to their 

Livelyhood as Sh ine- makers for Diana. Superſtition 

fill'd one Argument, but the main cry was, This our 

Ver. 27. Craft uw in danger to be ſet ar nought, Thus it is with 
many who appear violent againit any Defigns of 

Peace. They are like to conſume in Reputation and 
Greatneſs, when the ravening Trade is over. They 
can only diſtinguiſh themſelves in a Palace, by 
ſpeaking to the humour of Tyranny. When a Go- 
vernment will not be yoracious, they grow out of 
date. Unleſs there be fome methods of Cruelty and 
Ravage in view, they have nothing to recommend 
mem. | THE 
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THE Prophet ſpeaks of a Generation thus de- Sermon II. 
bas'd, whoſe 2 — were only turn'd for Mil- gg yew 
chief. They had Intriegue, Application and Con- 
duct in an Evil Deſign, but how clumſey and wret- 
ched in the purſuance of better meaſures? They are 
wiſe to do evil, Fut to do good they have no knowledge. Ter, iv. 22. 
They bend their rongue like their bow for Lies, but they Th. ix. 3. 
are not valiant for the Truth upon the Earth ;, they pro- 
ceed from Evil to Evil. Sanballat and Tobiah might well 
be under a commotion, becauſe this brightneſs of 
the Jews was a fatal ecliple to them. From that 
moment they begin to difappear and fully. 

I T has been the Groan of later Ages, that ſome 
Men of Eminency are thus narrow'd and crowded 
up into themſelves. They can obey no Command, 
bur that of Intereſt : Now, theſe are the People 
who will be griev'd, if the ſweer Opportunities 
of Plunder are taken away. 5 : 

INDEED they, who are thus unlimited for 
themſelves, do ſometimes pretend to purſue a gene- 
ral Advantage. So did Haman, when his Revenge 
could have no other glur than by the Blood of a 
Nation. He expoſes the Fews under t hoſe invidious 
colours, Their Laws are divers pom all People, neither Eſth. ii). 8. 
keep they the King's Laws ; therefore it is not for the 
King's profit to ſuffer them. Or, to pur it into mo- 
dern Language; They ate factlous Diſſenters from 

the Eſtabliſhment, and the Court loſes by their To- 

leration. This was the Diſguiſe that he talk'd with; 

bur the Sweetneſs and Gains of the Tragedy were 

all his own; as Eſther argues, If we had been {old for Ch. viz. 4 
Bond-men and Bond-women, the Enemy could not have 
countervail'd the King's damage. Thus you ſee the 

ſprings of this uneafineſs ; what Principles they 

are that ſupply it with life and motion. 


II. WE are now to conſider the Methods they 
take in ſhewing it; and theſe are innumerable. We 
cannot pretend to trace a malicious Invention 
through all irs windings. *Tis enough if we ſpeak 
ro ſome of thofe arts of Miſchief, that lie moſt open ; 
in the Hiſtory before us: and they are ſuch as an | 
eafie turn of Thought will bring down to the Oc- 
cation of this Day, Whilſt Pm telling you what 

| 8 
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Sermon II. the Enemies of the Jews did to prevent their Na- 
3K tional Mercy, your own Memories will furniſh a 
| parallel Wickedneſs of late, and excuſe me from 
making any groſs Applications. 
1. SOMETIM 3 S the People that are uneaſie 
at a good Deſign exprels it in open Violence. A 
werful Indiguation muſt have vent, and ſo they 
; et it breathe out in Battle and Fury. Thus the 
Prov. xix. 3. foolifſbneſs of Man perverteth his way, when his Heart 
Fetteth again the Lord. This was a danger that 
Nehemiah had his eye upon, He knew how the trains 
Ch. iv. 11. F Ruin were laid for, him. Our Adverſaries ſaid, 
" they. ſhall not know neither ſhall they ſee, till we come in 
the midſt among them, and cauſe the work to ceaſe. So 
great is the Rage that foams and toils againſt Reli- 
gion: What a readineſs do People ſhew to embroil 
both their own and the public Peace, that Chriſt 
: may have no Empire in the World ? The wiſe Man, 
Prov. xj. 17. has told us the miſery of ſuch a Spirit. He that is 
, Ouel troulleth hs own fleſh: And David lets us ſee 
Pla]. xx}. 11. the Guilt of it: They intended evil againſt thee, they 
mmagin'd a miſchievous device. We find whole Nati- 
Pfal. i, 2. ons combin'd in this unhappy Cauſe, againſt the Lord 
and Hu Anointed, Any thing that promotes a Me- 
Aiator's Kingdom, any ſteps that are taken for a 
Ia. ix. 7. Government and Peace, of which there ſhall be no end, 
will rouze all the Malignity of Nature. Perſons 
that love not the controll of Religion, are ready 
enough to take their ſhare in this Deſign. God 
ſhew'd the Prophet Ezekiel a company of People pol- 
: luting his Worſhip ; and ſays of them, Sou of Man, 
Ezek. XJ. 2- theſe are the Men tha deviſe. miſchief, and give wicked 
counſel in this City. t 
ANY one that would ſeek the Welfare of Iſrael 
mutt reckon upon ſtorms and hard weather from this 
Quarter. Our Religious and Civil Liberties are 
utually fetch'd out of Blood. The common Price of 
them in England is a great many valuable Lives. 
Judg. v. 13. The Men that ſecur'd them were a People that jeo- 
| parded themſelves unto the death, in the high places of 
the field. But, becauſe Our Revolution was a cheaper 
bargain, I will pals on to another Head. - 
2. SOMETIMES the Malice ſhews it ſelf by 
whiſpering Dilcouragements to thoſe. that are _=_ 
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gag'd in the honourable Undertaking, . And this Sermon II. 
is the more effectual Policy. I they can but mae 
thoſe,” who appear in the Defence of Liberty, take | 
the fright, it clogs the Wheels; the Deſign moves 
heavily on. Thus Nebemiab found it. One of their 
chief Enemies had twiſted himſelf by Marriage in- 
to their moſt eminent Families, The Nobles of Tudah Neh. vj. 17, 

ent many letters unto Tobiah, and the letters of To- 18 19. : 
iah came unto chem e For there were many in [udah * 
[worn unto him, becauſe he was the Son in law of She- 

chaniah, the Son of Arah; and his Son Johanan Bad 
taken the Daughter of Meſhullam, the Sou of Bere- 
chiah. Aſo they reported his £o0d deeds before me, 
and uttered my words unto him and Tobiah ſent ler- 
ters to put me in fear. | 

THIS has been Satan's beaten road, to make 
his terrible impreſſious upon thole, who were loft 

enough to receive them: This doubles the Hazard 

and Difficulty, and makes more work tor them, who 

reſolve not to loſe the Deſign. Hezekiah was afraid 

that the People upon the wall ſhould melt under the Ifa.xxxvj.1r. 

words of Kabſhakeb, and ſuffer imaginary Dangers 

to chill their Courage. And the brawling Enemy 

was ſo conſcious to this Advantage, that he ſpeaks _ 

with all poſſible Thunder. We muſt look for thele Ver. 12. 

pou unmanly Oppoſit ions from thoſe that hate the 
auſe of Liberty. If they cannot diſarm us in 

Battle, they will ſtrive to do it with words. The ; 

Report of the Spies diſcouraged the Hearts of the Deut. j. 28. 

People, and kept them Fourty Years from the Bleſ- 

lit This oy e Fay ro Nebemiab ; 

that Judah ſaid, the Strength of the Bearers of Bur- Ni; 

dens , 2 and there 4 much rubbiſh, ſo J we —_ 

are not able to build the Wall, And upon theſe Sur- 

miles, many who entred into a brave Cauſe with 
vigour, have jaded betore it was finiſh'd. | 

3} SOMETIMES they mingle themſelves 
with thoſe People, who are under the Conduct of 
berter Principles. The Enemies of Fudah begun 
with this as their leading Policy. Let uw build with 
you, for we ſeek your God, as ye do, and do Sacrifice 

to him. Indeed, at that Time, they, who were hig h- 

elt in the Deſign, law through the Hypocriſie, and 

would by no means make ſuch a jumbie of Peiſons, 
18 
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Sermon II. in a Cauſe where their true Zeal divided. But, 
dau know, it has been the unhappinefs of ſome to 


be under the damp of deceitful Councils, when 
they had any Noble Refolution for the Public Wel- 
fare. This has made ſeveral good Defigns fall with 
p Shame and Agony ; for confidence in an unfaithful 
ov. xxv. 19. Afan in a time of Trouble, is like a broken Tooth, or a 
Faot out of joint, Treachery has ſtarv*d many a De- 
fign, which Battle could ſcarce reſiſt. Men in Au- 
thority have had their Faces and Hearts in diffe- 
rent Pofitions, they ſtood contrary ways, and how 
would this entangle any Scheme of Peace and Ho- 
nour ? They were very much below the Reputati- 
on that's put upon the Tribe of Zebulun ; of whom 
It is ſaid, that when they went to make David King, 
x Chron. xij. and fix the Revolution in Iſrael, they were not of 
13. double Heart. | | 
SANBALL AT and Pobiab grovel'd in this ſort 
Neh. vj. 2. of Folicy. They ſent unto Nehemiah laying, Come 
and let ws meet one another, in ſome of the plains 0 
Ono; but they thought to do hint a miſchief. Indeed 
this excellent Ruler was ſo happy as to ſhake off 
the propoſal : But ſometimes a Prince of extended 
Charity has had his generous Meaſures ſtab'd at 
Home. His Deſigns of Relief for the Oppreſled, 
have been wounded in Council, and put into fuch 
a Method as would only guide them to their own 
Ruin. We have known occaſion enough to revive 
theſe words, 1 am this day weak, tho" anointed King, 
and theſe Men, the Sons of Zeruiah, are too hard 
me. 

4 SOMETIMES they ſtrive to reproach the 
Cauſe, and make it ſcandalous to the World. The 
Iſa. xxxij. 7. inſtruments of the churl are evil; bg deviſeth wicked 

| devices, to deſtroy the poor with lying words, even when 

the needy fpeaketh right. There's one Branch of Po- 

licy from this Root, which they ſeldom fail of; 

and that is, to employ a ſet of mercenary Tongues 

in foaming out wretched Characters for the Work. 

Neh. vj. 6, 7. They proclaim it abroad underfalſe Ideas. 1t i re- 
rted among the Heathen, and Gaſhmu hath ſaid it, 
that thou and the Jews think to rebel; for which cauſe 
thou buildeſt the Wall, that thou mayeſt be their Ring, 


2 Sam, ij. 
39. 


according to theſe words. Aud thou haſt appointed Po- 
| * Þhets 
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phets to preach of thee at Jeruſalem, ſaying, there s Sermon IL 
King in ſudah: Nom ſhall it be reported to the Xi —ů— 
—. = theſe ___ | 178 * : 
NA, they uſually find Tools baſe enough for 
this Service, among thoſe who have the name of a 
peculiar Devotion to God. The Mouths, that ſhould 
preſerve the lam f Kindneſs, are employ d in ſcatter- 
ing Lies. Tis fad when Satan has his Army trom 
the World, that he ſnould fetch his Trumpeters from 
the Temple. That the Enemies of Religion may 
make ſame figure to Conſcience, they have ſecur'd 
thoſe on their ſide who could corrupt the Priefthood, Mal. jj, 8. 
and. defile the Covenant. of Levi. Inſtruments of mu- Gen. xlix. 
ety have been in their Habitations; for in their Anger 5, 6. 
Bey have ſlain a Man, in their Self- will they have di geld 
down a Wall. Doctrines were contriv'd on purpoſe 
to lap the Walls of Liberty and Privilege, 
THE Treachery of one who IPG, 8 piers in 
God's Houſe, had like to have enſnar'd Nehemiah, | 
but he had penetration enough to break the Danger. he 
I came to the houſe of .Sheinaiah, the Son of Lelaiah, Neh. vj. ta 
the Sn of Mehetabeel, who was ſput up in the houſe 
God. It's probable this was one of the chief 
ieſts, who ſequeſter'd himſelf from all Company, * no} 
2 pretence of 'a more intimate converſe with ; 
leaven : What ſuch a Man as this ſaid, one ſo 
devout and zetir'd, came with an Advantage. Now 
he propoſes a thing, that look'd innocent, enough at 
but it would have reach'd the Vitals of their 2 
ule, and ſtab'd it to the heart. Let ws meet tage- Ny i 
ther in the Houſe A God within the Temple, and let 1 
Mut the doors of the Temple, for they will come to g 
thee 3 yea, in the night wi 1 come to flay thee. 
Such a mixture Gravit and Kindneſs, elpecially 
from one of the 2 rder, are the proper ma- 
renals of a Deluſion. But, ſays Nebemiab, I perceiv'd Ven 13. 
that God bad not ſent him, but that he pronounced thi CON 
P,opbecy qgainſt me, becauſe Tobiah and Sanballat had 
hirgd bim. Therefore was he hired, that I ſhould be Ver. 13s 
afieid, and do jo, and fin, and that they might hade 
matter for an evil report, that they might reproach me. 
IIS common for Men of ,thus Stamp, either to 
find a flaw in the Cauſe of I ael's Welfare, or to 
Tpke one: Aug here has pag been any Policy af 
Nen. a | 


. 


LE 


*CT % * 
_— 


vw — — — 4 * — —2 — : 


26 The G x1 + v of Emnenries 


— ä * * 


Bermon II. more N 


fare hurries Perſons into. AY 

III. WE are to conſider this Grief of the Efe- 

my, as it is a thing from which God fetches à 

Tribune of Glory to himſelf. + 7 10 en, 

.s r. THIS way He diſcaovers and degrades the 
4 Hypocriſie of Men. Then He may be ſaid to ſeaieh 

Zeph. j. 12. Len indy candles, aud puniſh the Men who ove 


ttled on their lees. Reſenimeim loſes its guard. 

They go on with a flying Rage, till their Thiquity 

1 found to be hateful. And thus does God make the 
Vengeance of that Threatning real to them, Mar 

Prov, xij. 2. of wicked devices be wilt condeni. He throws Dark 
peck neſs upon their Malice, and lets them, wu Ny 
prudential Conduct, go'reeling on from one Wiek? 

8 edneſs to another. Concerning Edom, thu ſaith h 

Jer. xlix. 7. Lord I Wiſdom no more in Jeman? I Gunſel = 
rifhed from, the prudent 7 Ts their V dom n led, 9 

N moſt caſes He lets the Tares and the Wheat 

ſtand together to the laſt forting-day, and then He 

wilt make the Grand Separat ion.“ The main Di- 

Mat. xiij. 41. ſtinction is refery'd, till the Agel gather but of — a 
| Kihgdom every thing thar does offend, andthoſe ut 
commit Iniquity. but ſometimes he reſembles'that - 
final fadgihent by the _ Serutinies of Provi- 
dence. © Fanballat and Iobiab might have coriceaPd 
their Hatred, had not this Suceeſs provoke it out. 
Envy is the moſt irregular Paſſion, and cannot be 

Pal: exij. uli. obedient Foe 8 When = PRO, 
roſperity of the Godiy, are grievdꝰd, and gnaſb with 
Hs Teeth, and melt Rr Then the Diſpuite rubs * 

off, aud all the ſhades of Impoſture are gone. Thus 

God unmasks his Enemies, and lets it be ſeen what 

they ate, by their coldneſs to a good Deſign, or 

their Violence againſt it. By this means He brings 

them down from all the figure they made in Repu- 

tation. Achirophel was a Man of David's Table and 

25 | | Counſel : 
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Connſel': He carry'd it with an artificial Sweetneſs Sermon II. 
for a long time, till Ab/alom's Rebellion gave him 
an opportunity to explain himſelf. Thus a Man of Pſal. xlj. 9. 
wicked Devices comes ro be hated. | ry Iv. 13. 
2. THIS is a molt effectual blaſt upon their Prov. xiv. 17. 

Contrivance. '4 Sword 1s upon the Liars, and they Jer. 1, 36. 
ſhull dore; a Sword us upon the mighty Men, and they 
Hall be 'diſmay'd. This ferment at the Public Peace 
clouds the credit upon which they rais'd every Delu- 
ſion. It brings them faſter on to Ruin. Foab deferv'd d 
to loſe his Head, for twice ſbedding the Blood of War 1 Kin. ij. 
in Peace ; but he was of that Value with the Peo- 7 
le, as to ſtand above Reſentment, till rhe laſt Re- 

bellion with Adonyah deitroys the Eſteem that gave 
him his guard; and then cone all rhe arrears of 
Juſtice, Thus God lets an Enemy wind wa rhe 
itrings of Deſign,” till both he and they break to- 
gether. 6 

W HEN Sanballat and Tobiah had given this looſe 
to their Paſſions, it made rhe People louk upon 
them with Fear. Nay, from this, Nehemiah takes 
the Courage to break Aar Intiuncy with rhe Fews, - 
We have an eminent Inſtance to this purpoſe. Elia» : 
mib the High-Prieft, having the overſight of the cham- Neb. xii). 4. 
ters of the Houſe of God, was allied nnto Tobiah, 
And yet this was one of the firſt Men who repair'd 
the Wall, chap. 3. But tho' the Building ſtood, yer 
the Zeal that begun it came ro Rubbiſh. I under 
ſtood the Evil that he did for Tobiah, in preparing him Ver. 7, & 
a chamber in the Courts of the Houſe 7 our God, and 
2t grieved me ſore ; * eaſt forth all the houſbold- 
fruff of Tobiah out of the chamber, And, that he 
might indeed purifie the Temple, he removes the | 
Men who had brought the State into fo much Dan- 5.4 
ger. One of the Sous ef Joiada, the Sn of Eliaſhib Ver. 28. 
the High-Prieft, was Son in law to Sanballat; there- 
fore I chaſed him fiom me. And he gives a reaſon 
for it, which has been rhought a very good one in. 
our day, becauſe they defiled the Prieſthood, aud the 
Covenant of the Levites. | 1 

3. HEREBY He ingages His People to a more | 
intenſe Faith and Dependance upon himſelf, Let pſy} cix. 28. 
them curſe, but bleſt thou. We' ſer our Watch, ſaith * 


Nehemiah, aud made our Prayer againſt chem day and 
N E A 1% t. 
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hx Sos Trouble, Saubatlat and Jobiab ſpoke all the things 


Neh. iv. 2. 


that would expoſe their. Cauſe, both as trifliug 
and wicked. They mocked them, and {aid what wit 
theſe feeble Jews do? Will they fortifie themſelves ? 


Will they ſacrifice? Will they make an end in a day ? 


Ver. 3- 


Ver, 6, 


ACg iv. 29. 


Will they revive the ſtones aut of the heaps of rubbiſb? 
They tried, as others have done fince, whether 
they would part with their Liberties for a len or 
run away frighted upon a little Banter. But the 
People anſwer them by an application to Heaven ; 
Hear, O our Gad, for we are defpis'd, and turn their 
reproach upon their own head; for they have provoked 
Thee to anger before the Builders. And this was fo 
ood a Method, that we find a vertual reply to the 
Periion. We built the Wall, and it was join'd tage- 
ber; for the People had a mind ro work. 114411 
WHEN Enemies are roaring, and ſeem to do 
it with an unequal force, that's a Time to throw 
more Religion into our Methods of Defence. Thus 
did the Apoitles : No, Lord, behold their Threat- 
ning, and grant unto Thy Servants, that with all bold- 
neſs they may peak Thy Word. As no Mercies come 
{ſweeter to us, ſo none reflect more Honour upon 
God, than ſuch as are wone by Prayer. Difficulty 
drives the Believer to his Strpng-holds. By this 
means Gd firikes off every N on the 
Creature, and lets us ſee that all the Streams of 
Salvation come from an higher Spring. Thus it 
tends to His Glory, by greatning the Characters of 


Omnipotence and Love; making them look more 


valuable to the Soul. We then begin to ſay, that 
O13 * w in the Lord, who made Heaven and Earth. 
4 THUS He puts a reputation upon the Cou- 
rage and Zeal of His People. He made David a 
name, like the Great Men that were upon Earth, He 
helps his Servants to tear through oppoſition, and 
get rhe maitery of all that Hell can doagainſt them. 
If they faint in the Day of Adverſity, it-fhews their 
own ftrength to be ſmall, and it tudes that of their 
Redcemer. God has thus dilpos'd of matters, made 
great things to be ditticult ones, on purpoſe to 
faiſe a * Value for ſuch as He delights to ho- 
#our. The Reputation is drawn in its beſt colours 

| Wien 
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hen Danger and Conqueſt are remember'd toge- Sermon IL 
ther. It ſweetens and exalts the Names of Men. 
if they ow 9 in a 1 of — | 
heart, lays „u towards the Goavernours of ſudg. v. 
— who willingly offer'd themſel ner. _—_— 
5. HERE BN He chews the Conqueſt to be His 
own Works Means are us d, Preparations made, but 
He's the Great Captain, Who rides in the Hearen Deut. xxxiij. 
our help, and in \Hw Excellency on the Sky. It may 26. 
be ſaid of rheſe Battles, as it is of a more ſpiri 
fort, Men are employ d, but the Excellency of the 2 Cor. iv. 7. 
Power, Whatever — and magnificent in it, 
x of God, and not of Man. The oppoſition of the 
Enemy ſets off Divinity with a better luſtre, Their 
Paſſions will enhaunce the mighty thaw that comes 
on them; for When the Heat ben rage, and the p41, xlvj. 6. 
Kingdoms are moved, it God does but utter his Voice, 
the Earth w melted, The Jews inlerib'd thole Me- 
morials upon their Victories, that would ſignifie 
they came from above; and, to that p e, they 
took care to remember what a rage of Malice was 
diſappointed. Thus in their Great Song of Moſes, 
they fer out Pharaoh plundering in words, I will Exod. xv. 9. 
prrſue, I will overtake, I will divide the pail, my Luſt | 
ſhall be ſatufied upon them, I will draw my Sword, mine 
Hand ſpall detroy them. Now, after this extiava- 
gance, twas the more Glorious for God to blow Ver 
with Hu Wind, and ſink them in the mighty Vaters. 9 
And fo it was in the breach of their other Capti- 
vity. Men voſe up to flay them, they were ready to pſal. cxxiv. 
ſwallow them quick ; the proud waters had almoſt gone 
over their Soul ;, but the Lord was on their fide, and 
their help in that God, who made Heaven and Earth. 
6, BY all this He gives us an Emblem of a Me/- 
fab's Victory over all His Enemies. is to be got 3 
in ſuch a method, by ſubduing all the Children Plal. xlv. 5. 
Pride, His Arrows will be far in the Hearts of the 
King's Enemies, whereby the h eople ſhall fall under 4 
128 They are griev'd exceedingly at every part of 
Ts Undertaking, that He /ceks the Welfare of His 
People, either by Death or Government, They count Heb, 
the Blood of his Covenant an unholy thing; they con- we I 
front the Sceprie of his Kingdom, by fayiug, #e 
wilt not hace this Man to rde over we Now, by Luke xix. 14. 
iis zacle 
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Sermon; II. little Bafflles that He gives them in Providence, 
2 > He intimates the great and final one, when they 
Pal. Cx. 1. ſhall de made his foorfloot,) They may now Rage with 

Confidence, they ſhall do it with Horror. Every 
ſhout of Malice goes off in groans and agouies. 
; Theſe Mercies do tell us, that Chriſt has the Go- 
Ila. ix. 6. vernment upon His Shoulders, and they teach us to 
believe, for an Empire that ſhall: continue fot ever. 
I'L L only make two Reflections upon what you 
have heard. 1 Ty 
r. = 0 2 — to whom we owe the — 
cy, that is Kept alive in Memory by the return © 
this Day ; even, to that God. Bc is ou high, far 
Plal. Ixv. 7. above the noiſe o waves, and the tumult of People. 
If Intriegue or Bitterneſs could have over-rul'd the 
Deſign, the Liberties had been quite dead, that lay 
gaſping above Twenty Vears under the burden of 
a polluted Court. There ſeem'd to be many a brave 
| — 2 in vain, God ſtir'd up ſome, in the two 
cloudy Reigns, who had the Courage to plead this 
Caule, and then to die for ir. We can mention the 
Dear Names of thoſe who argued with Learning in 
Parliament, with Triumph on the Scaffold. And, 
though Men were filent to the Voice of their Blood, 
God was not ſo; tor they had not long cried under 
the Altar, before the Year of Sion's recompence came. 
by This Glorious Work did not proſper by Might or 
Lech. iv. 6,7. Power, but by the Spin it of the Lord of Hoſts. He 
made every mountain become a plain before the Excel- 
lent Prince, whom He had choſen. . 
THERE is a Generation who are grieved ex- 
ceedingly, that ſuch a Man' came to ſeek the Welfare 
f Iſrael. The very People that onte cried with 
Acts xxj. 9. the Macedonians, come over and help ws, afterward fell 
Nat. viij. 34. into the ſtrain of the Gadarenes, who beſonght their 
Deliverer to depart out of their Coaſts : As if both 
themſelves and their Swine were under the ſame 
poſſeſſion. The one drove as violently to Ruin as the 
other. But our God made their bitterneſs inſigni- 
ncamt; it could do little more than flutter in 
Raillery; it was ſtupid to any couragious Action. 
IHE Succeſs of tne Mercy that begun this Day, 
reaches to our Times. The connection is ſtrong 
between the Arrival of the late Aing to the TR 
| | an 
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and the Eftabliſhme nt of Her Preſent Majeſty upon 
it. They are Bl s of the ſame Nature, and Un- 
der the ſame Securities: The People that ſtrove to 
prevent the one, would, effectually diffolve the 
other. The laſt Reign begun with a noble Teſti- 
mony to the Rights of dhe Subject, both in their Re- 
ligious and Civil Concerns; and that very Cauſe 
is the Glory of this, Government, The Deſign that 
was lately on foctitor the contracting of our i- 
berries; as it was à long ſtep from the Spirit of the 
Revolution, fo it, was truly call'd a dangerow Ex- 
— 4 upon the Nation's Peace. It mult either 

ave ttarv'd the War abroad, by preventing the 
Supplies, or have enflam'd us at home, by giving 
them in ſuch a way: Thus, as Solomon fays, ſcorn- 
ful Men bring a City into a your ; when ey { my not 
Peace, but deviſe deceitful matters againſt them that 
are quiet in the Land. But that was a Counſel which 
God carried headlong, and made it a monument of 
Contempt to the Authors. 

SINCE that time we have had ſuch a flood of 
Bleſſings, as ſtrikes two Nations with Terror, and 
all with Surprize. The Waves of Victory have 
roll'd after one another, as if God were reſolved to 
allude in Providence to His own Words; I will ex- 
tend her Trace like a River, and her Glory as a flowing 


Sermon II. 


4993 


Prov. xxix. 8. 
Pſal. Xxxxv. 
20. 


Ifa. Ixvj. 12. 


Stream. God hath own'd che CO of Peace Prov. xij. 22 
with Joy. Tha that deviſe liberal things are made Iſa. xxxij. 8. 
nd wit 


to ſta eputation at Home, and peculiar 
Succeſſes A broad. 
2. WHAT a fad Eternity will the Enemies of 


| Religion have, when Chriſt has ſecur'd the Velfare 


of his People in Heaven ? This the fretting Medi- 
tation, that ſuch as they have deſpis'd are brought 
to the Palace, and themſelves ſbut out. Let all our 
Mercies carry us hither ta che 1 that the up- 
rig be ſhall have in the Morning. Though Chriſt has 
a Kingdom IN this World, and will take to Him- 
ſelf hu great power and reigu, yet bus Kingdom u not 
OF it. There's a Veil thrown over His Perſon 
and Government : He diſcovers himſelf in Provi- 


dential Mercies, but it is with a mixture of con- 


cealment. But the day is at hand when He will 


lubdue all Power and Authority for ever. He is 
te 


Plal. xlix. 14. 


Rev. xj. 17. 
Joh. xviij. 34. 


. co 
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Sermon. II. to ar the fry time. 2 % Sin unto — 
en, epe Eye {ce. Him, even they that 
Feb. N. 28. pines Him, aud all Nations « and Tongues ſhall wail be- 
— þ 7. cauſe of, Hmm. , 0 
{AT you may feel the Sweetneſs as well as 
the Glory of this, conſider that your Happineſs is 
united td His Magnificence. As long as a = 
For Thos reatneſs e to maintain an 
Jong, are you to bath in the Delights of the Pa 
2 Theſſ. j.10. lack r, When He comes from Heaven with his migh 
Agels, it is to be admir'd in bi Saints, and glorifie 
in they that believe - And. when he 15 115 thither 


ij. 24. Bain, it is with the ſame They whom 
Joh. xv3. 24 e Father has given lim, 238 1 Hin s where He 
"SIP "that che ny . is 5 
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SERMON 
© Preach'dat TE P NET. 
On Thurſday, June 27th, 1706. 


The DA appointed by Her 
MAJESTY for 


A General Thankſgiving. 


E are met this Day upon an Errand. 
that's equally awful aud gracious. 
Gcd has been pleas'd to ſucceed our 


| Arms in the leveral Stages of War. 
Particularly that Expence and Scandal of the Ene- 
my:at the Siege of Barcelona, and the late uſetul 
Eattle in Flanders, are Bleſſings of that compals, 
and give us fo delighttul a prolpect, that we chear- 
fully obey the Call of Authority, to tell in Public 
What mighty. Things Providence has done for us. 
Now that yuur Meditations may have a little at- 
ſiſtance this way, I would direct them to the words 


your find 
ps AL. li. 5. the laſt Clauſe. 


= Then baſt put them' to ſhane, le- 
- cauſe God has deſpiſed them. 


— 4 « 
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4 Thankſgrving 8 V RMOX, 


Yer. 1, 2, Js 


Yer. 6. 


Ver. 4. 


The whole Verſe runs thus : 


T here were they in great fear, where no 
fear was z 2 God has ſcatter d the 
- Bones of him that encamped againit 
thee : Thou haſt put them to ſhame, 


becauſe God has deſpiſed them. 

HIS Pſalm begins with Hell, and ends 

[ with Heaven. Here's a woful report of 

Human Nature, as if they were all infla- 
med to the Rebellion of Devils. The Fool has ſaid 
in hi Heart, there s no God ;, corrupt are they, and 
bare done abominadle Iniquity : there it none that doth 
good. God looked down from Heaven upon the Children 
of Men, to ſee if there were any that did underſtand, 
that did ſeek God. Every one of them is gone back, 
they are altogether become filthy; there is none that 
doth good, no not one. A moſt dilmal face of things 
indeed. But the concluſion lifts up our Thoughts 
into the ſerenity of another State. Indeed it is de- 
liver'd in the forn of a Petition; but Faith is the 
pleading Grace, and that does more than barely 
reach a long Arm to the Mercy; it-lays hold on it, 
as if begging and poſſeſſion were the ſame thing. 
O that the Salvation of Iſrael were come out of Sion! 
When God brings back the Captivity of his People, Jacob 
ſhall rejoyce, and Iſrael ſhall be glad. 

THESE are the extream parts of the Pſalm ; 
we have a mixture of both in the fourth and fitth 
Verſes. Here's a particular Groan over thoſe who 
are at work in a public oppoſition to God's Inte- 
reſt; Have the workers of Inzquity no Knowledge, who 
eat up my People as they eat bread { They have not call- 
ed upon God. Such an appetite to Cruelty ſhews 
they are but little acquainted with themſelves, an 
leſs with their Maker. They are Foreigners to 
Heaven, and Brutes upon Earth. Perſecution and 
Prayer ſeldom go together. They do things with- 
our any demur : Their Stomachs are let to all the 
Gluttonies of Zeal, But ſurely thele have no _— 

| 86. 
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on the 27th of ] v mw 1706. ; 


tedge. Their Folly is as rampant as their Malice. 
They carry the Detign too far, and are meddling in 
thole Concerns which lie out of their reach. 

THIS appears from thoſ- lies-of Thunder 
which Providence gives them. "Tho' they do not 
call ugon God, bur act as if they had no commeſte 
with hin, yet it ſhall. be ſeen that he has ſome 
with them. They are breaking into his buunds, 
and he will v indicate the propriety of Grace, and 
maintain his own from every iuvaſion. Here's a 
Sample of his Reſentment in the Verſe before us. 
You ſee that indeed they have uo Anowledge, There 
were they in great fear, &c. 

THERE; i. e. in the * act of their Miſ- 
chief, when they had ſpread the Table, and were 
falling ro, a rebuke offers it {elf between the Cup 
and the Mouth. They were in great fear, where no 
fear was. They are lo far from filling their Cruelty 
with Courage, that an _ Danger ſhakes 
them all ro pieces. The wi 
ſues, They are driven with the rattling of their g. 
own fancy : Conſcience is up in arms agaanit them; 
and, becauſe of that, they are melted in Cowardice, 
Powerful Armies, aſpiring Generals, Veteran Troops, 
are very periſhing things, when God is at work to 

them, 


imag ina 
cked fleeth, when none pur- Prov. xxvilj. 


The ſtour-hearted are oil d, they Plal. Ixxvj. 


nfo 

eep their ſleep, and none of the men of might can find 5, 6. 
hay hands * thy my Q God of Jacob, both the 
Chariot and Horſe are caſt into a dead fieep, The me- 
mory of former Battles is enough to ſoften their 
Minds. When Providence fills a Conqueſt. with 
ulias Majelty, it's a Succeſs for the time to come. 

t leaves a dreadful Impreflion upon the Heart of 
the Enemy, Moſes had a Propheric View of this, 
ang dated a full Victory over Canaan from their E, 


cape at the Red Sea. The e ſhall hear and be 
25 2 1 Exod. xv. 14, 


id, Sorrow ſhall take hold of | | 
leſtina : The Dukes of Edom ſhall be amaz d. the 
mighty Men of Moab, trembling ſhall take hold on them - 
41 the Inhabitants of Canaan ſpall melt away; Being 
over-hearted at the Report of what God had done. 
Fear and dread ſhall fall upon them, by the Grearneſs 
of thine Arm 1 4 T4 one * 
| oer, O £014, till the e paſs over, w 


Inhabitants of Pa- 15, 16. 


EE, Thankſgroms Ss * o 
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Thou. baſt purchaſed. God himſelf mentions a later 


Deut. ij. 25. Victory under this character, Thi day will 1 begin | 


Joſh, ij. 9. 


Ver. 5. 


Rem. 
People, who tad fufter d- Adibltioa to feilt them 


to put the fear of thee, aid the dread" of thee popu the... 
Nejous » je 4 By * whole Heaten, 7 all : 
bear the report F thee, Aud all tremble, and e in 
3 b becauſe 0 f thee. © How ttue this Was ee | 
e ar EA of Rihab, I Ku that th | 
5 given you tht Land, und that your ref Fs 
upon i, and that all the Molt, of the 1 Lan Hainz | 
Kran eo 1177 For. © 8 
THE Pſaſmiſt goes, on ro let u | fee What dan- 
pricey robe re the Enemy "Was tnakings, They / 
had'atready begun a cloſe Siege, bal the, orces of 
a conquering Providence rals d it. God has ſea;- 
ter" A % Bortes of him that engaged Againſt thee, Ei- 
ther Literally, He has bruis'd them in Battle, they, 
are trumbled by the Sword z ON Meta horically, 
He has taken away their Strength, whic A is inclu- 
ded in the Bois, and ſigniſied t Name. Their 
Trocps are roured, and driver It that confuſi 9 
that may well be call 4 ſc Itter\ug. of t | 


„ 


up, are equally beaten and deſpis d. There's a Re- 
proach in their Loffes. © Sometunes a noble Retreat 
has the credit of'a Coßqueit but theſe Ioſe their 
Battle and ReputatzenX ether.” op ha "put , em 


to Shame: Not that the Victory is chy ations 
the meer prodiice 2 thy, Policy, ard, Valour. No, 


it Has a greater Cauſe”? Thou aß ther. 0 Shame, © 
bceaufe'& 2 bas d! Wow. * 170 A 
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Phetr. ban Content 7, 47 "Pattie Picnics, 
— 242 2 mid Ref 4 0 e 
1 4 ” 7 
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repreſemed as a People ED open Vialence it. 
Religion: They diſow 180 1 


221236 5 I; 


buſſteſstocrih it i orhers. 

ſce'rh tliey, break born. the Ta at once, 
Drury to Heaven tinks in“ Atheiſy, they. carl, wat Up 
G4 Their Behaviour to! Men is under no 188 . 
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they eat bread, Theſe arè the Perſons whom God 

deÞiiſes, and his People put to Shame, 
We ſhall conſider the Blefling of a Conqueſt 

in the Phraſe of the Jext, as it is a putting them to 


H. We will examine how God does his part in 


nau n un 8 
III. Enquire en Reaſon why He treats the 
Pexſecutors of hig ntereſt with ſo bitter a Con- 
IV. Declare the connection between theſe: two, 
his Jefpifing them, and our putting. they: to Shame. 
V. Make ſuch an oat eo as the, Day re- 
quires, aud the Time allows. | 


I. HOW i; a defeat; or a (cattering the Bones of 

thoſe e God's eople, a putting them 

to Shame * | 1 
(.) IT'S a Deſtruction of thoſe things which 

they us'd to place their main Confideuce upon. 

Some truſt in Chayidts, and ſome in Horſes, aud they Pſal. xx. 7,3. 

are brought down and fallen, This touches Amhiti- 

on to the quick, and fo. galls the tendereit part, 

hat . canioe bear it with any temperance of * 
find, Thus runs the Thitatuing : Becauſe. thou Jer. xlviij. 7, 

haſt. truſted iu thy Works and m thy Treaſures, thou 15. 

ſbaͤlt be taken, and Chemgſh ſhall go forth into Capti-- 

vii, with his, Princes, an PI rogether, Moab is 

fouled, and. gone up out of hey Cities, aud his choſen 

young Men are one doxty to the. flanghter, — the 

King, whoſe name, if the Lord of Hoſts; To. have the 

beſt-woven Policles confounded, Defigiis. of rhe 

high Expence miſcazry, is enough to ſet. all the 

Palſſons in, a e 1 is. a ſdwing much, and Hag. j. 6. 
De. 170 nd | . 4 8 

bringing in little in bed; Making the Earth a Grave 

rather than a Soil, Here's a mighty Travail, aud 

3508 Made ſuch a ay, vt the 2 6 > ia 
otn God lo es r for his People. Y. ths, 1 

Mountain foall the Faw * the Lord 9 Moab Ila. xxv. 16, 

Hall be troden down under foot, even as ſtraw. is txogen ms 

down for the dungbil. Aud be ſhall. ſpread, forth bis 

| Hands in the midſt of them, as he that fweadeth fortb 

by Hands to ſwim; and he. ſhall bring down. #hear 

Hide, together with the ois of theix Hauds- * 

FUL. # abe 


41 A . 


— 


— 


38 A Thankſgiving 8 eu, 


— 


the fortreſs of the bib fort of thy walls ſball he bring 
2 . lay low, and bring to the ground, even to the 
uſt. - 
\(z.) I T expoſes the Inſufficiency of their Coun- 
IIa. xxiij. 9. ſels and Preparations to the Scoru of others. The | 
Lord of "Hoſts has purpoſed to ain the Pride of all 
Glory, and to bring into g all the Honourable of 
the Earth. We know from what Quarter the words 
have blown, and who it was that uſed to ſay, 
„Such Troops can never be conquered, it is im- 
«poſſible they ſhould fail: And we have ſeen how 
remote this was from a Prophecy. Confidence be- 
x Kin. xx. 11. Bun to deliver its Opinion too ſoon. He that gird- 
| ed on his harneſs was got into the {ſtrain of one who 
Fits it off. What an awful Reproach is it upon the 
Man, who thought himſelf Great enough to ſend 
his Armies abroad, as if they went to cover the 
Earth, that now he is forc'd to draw out his In- 
habitants into the Skirts of their own Country 
upon the fright of an Invaſion there? I canngt reac 
that paſſage in the Prophet, without croſſing the 
Seas in an application. God is bring ing upon them 
Jer. xlviij. 28, the very Letter of that Calamity. 2 ce that dwell 
29, 30, 33. in Moab, leave the Cities, and dwell in the Rock, ant 
(le like the Dove that makes her neſt in the ſides of the 
holes month. Ve have heard the Nide of Moab, (be 
is exceeding proud) his loftineſs, and bis arrogance, aud 
the haughtineſs of his Heart. I know his Wrath, ſaith 
the Lord, but it fpall not be ſo, his lies ſhall not ſo ef- 
fect it. Joy and Gladneſs u taken from the plentiful 
Field, and fiom the Land of Moab, I have cauſed Wine 
to fail from the Wine-preſſes, none ſhall rread with ſhout- 
1g, their ſhouting ſhall be wo ſhouting, When Pro- 
vidence gives the Lye to the great things that Am- 
bition has deliver'd, it ſtains the credit of ſuch a 
People, and makes them look mean and inſignifi- 
Ua. xiv. 6,9, cant. He that ſmote the People, in Wrath, with a con- 
to, tinual ſtroke; he that ruled the Nations in anger is per- 
ſecuted, and none hindereth. Hell pom beneath is mo- 
ved for thee, to meet thee at thy coming : it ſtirreth up 
the dead for thee, even all the chief ones of the Earth; 
it has raiſed up 2 their Thrones all the Kings of the 
7 Nations. All they ſhall ſpeak, and ſay unto thee, Art 
lol thou al ſo become weak as we ? Art thou become like unto © 
1 uw? | * | 6.1 
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G.) IT ufually comes after ſome expreſs Threat- 
nings. Cruelty is not always 2 ſilent Paſſion, Some- 
times it thunders in a language that makes all both 
worry DN 1 1016 Leg wy — 1 
will divide the oil, my tt e ſatigi. 1 them ; 
1 will draw 27 my Hand ſball aalen them. 
Theſe are Expreſſions big enough; but, as the A 
ſtle ſays in another caſe, they are only great fwelling 
words of Vanity. They prov'd fo in the inſtance of 
Pharaoh, and ſo have ſeveral others that ſounded like 
them, we me deliver'd after the manner of Egypt. How 


Exqd. xv. 9. 


art thou fallen from Heaven, O Lucifer, Sn of the Ila. xiv. 12, 


Morning ? How art thou cut down to the ground, which 
didſt weaken the Nations? Thou haſt ſaid in thine Heart, 
TI will aſcend into the Heavens, I will exalt. my Throne 
above the Stars of God : I will fit alſo 277 mount 
of the Congregation, in the ſides of the Noth. Or, if 
youll, have the Language Modern, I will be Uni- 
verſal Monarch. But, they that ſee thee, ſpall nar- 
20wly look upon thee, ſaying, Is this the Man that made 
the Earth to tremble, that did ſhake Kingdoms ? That 
made the World as a Wilderneſs, and deſtroy'd the Cities 
thereof, and opened not the Houſe of his Priſoners ? 

I NEED not name the Man in Words, after 
he has writ out his own Hiſtory in Things, who 
has deſpiſed Kingdoms, and given out Relolutiong 
with that uncorrected Haughtineſs, as if he were 
determin'd to tear the Mediator's Prerogative out 


of His Hand, and fay it of himſelf, By me Kings p, gy. 


ren; by me Princes rule, and Nobles, ecen all t 
Judges of 1 

has this been attempted ? The Palace that was de- 
ſign'd for a Nurſery of * Candidates, has only 
prov'd the Huſpital of ejected Tyrants, where they 
are the Penſioners of that Ambition at Home, which 
they us'd to be the Tools of Abroad. Oh, what 
bloody Vows have we heard of againſt the Nor- 
thern Hereſy ? What Reſolutions to raſe out Pro- 
teſtants by War and Plunder iu other Countries, and 
by Racks and Tortures in his own? And iaſtead of 
going this dreadful length, God ſeems to crowd 
him into à narrower compals every day, and drain 
him ſo faſt with expeditious Victories, that he be- 


he Earth. But with how little Succeſs 


13, 16, 


15, IG. 


17. 


viij. 


Bins to loſe his Terror, They ſpall how!, ſaxing, How Ter, xlviij. 39. 
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it it broken down ! How: has Moab turnen the back 

N with ſhame !. So ſhalt Moab. be a deriſion, and a U, 


maying to all them about hin. This" Perſon has be- 

| gun with all the loftineſs of 'Nehichadnezzdr's Cha- 

_ rater, 1 __— the lle per, of 0 
concerning whom it is faid, that, For the May 

Dan. v. 19, 20. hat God gave bin, all People, Nations #nd Ln wer 

trembled:and feared before him . whowr he would he flew 

aud bon be would be kept ative," and whom he world 

be. ſet up, aud hon be would be put down ; but when 

bis Heart was lifred up, and hit Mind havdened in 

© Pride: be was depoſed from bis Kingly Throne, and they 

8 took bis glory from bim. When Sinners are peculiar 

. in their Guilt, God will make them ſo in their Pu- 

niſnment. Some have ſtuck at no Methods of Cru- 

elty, to proſper their Ambition, and had rather 

plunder K ingdoms than controll a wanton Inſolence: 

They have acted with no Regard to God, no Pity 

to Men. Such as theſe who have ſhewn no Mercy, 

' ſhall have Fudgment without Mercy : As God threa- 

Iſa. xiv. 6, tens the Myrian. All the Kings of the Nations, even 

9, 10. All of - rhem lie in glory, every one in his own houſe : 

But thou art caſt out of thy grave, like an abommable 

branch; and as the ramient of them that are flain, 

«thruſt through with the Sword, that go down to the 

ſtones of the pit as a carcaſe, trodden under feet. Thou 

Walt not be join'd with them in burial, becauſe thou 

haft deftroy'd thy Land, and ſlain thy People. FI 


| II. HOW is it that God deſpiſeth them? 
pfal. ij. 4, 5. (.) IN his ſecret Counſels. He that fits in the 
Heavens fhall _ ; the Lord ſhall have them in deri- 
fron. Men ſhall he ſpeak to them in his Watch, and vex 
them in his ſore Diſpleaſure. Though he lets them go 
on very ſmoothly fot a time, yet it's only to fili the 
Contempt that ſhall break rheir whole Defign. He 
traces every itep of Wickedneſs, and follows it in- 
to the dark retirements of Policy : He ſees how the 
private Wheels are turning round, and makes his 
Obſervation of them with Scorn. 'Wirtt rhisfecret 
Preparation was juſtice doing its part againſt Ba- 
bylon. * Aake bright the Arrows, gather the Shields : 

Jer. lj. 11. he Lord's device 45 qgainſt Babylon to deſtroy it. c 

0 2.) IN his Word. Thus he pour d 


p 


empt 
upon 
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upon Edom; For thy Violence againſt thy Brother Ja- Obad. 10. 
. ſhame ſha l ger thee, and thou ſhalt be 2007 

y ever." The Sword of Heaven is ſheath'd up in a 
reatning, and it ſhall be drawn forth, when 
Enemies are ripe for execution. He ſaith rhoſe ter- 
rible things of the wicked, that do now declare 
with what an abhorrence he looks upon them. He 
has ordein'd his Arrows againſt the Prrſecutors : They Pal. vi). 13. 
are ſtrung in the Bible, and will be ſhot off in 
Providence. Theſe are the words of him, who 
rats the things that ave not, as tho" they were. What Rom. iv. 17. 
a Shame may they expect who lie in the wa 
fuch a Threatning as we meet with in the Pro- 
pher ? Wo to him that coveteth an evil Covetonſneſs to Hab. ij. 9, 10. 
u Hufe, that be may ſet his neft on high, and be de- 
livered from the power of Evil. Thou haſt conſulted 
Shame to thy — by cutting off many People, and 
haſt finned again thy Soul. | | 
6.) IN the Faith of his People. The Courage 
that he breaths into his Servants is ſo much Con- 
tempt upon their Enemies. He calls it fo in his 
Metfage to the Aſſyrian : The hg in, the Daughter of Iſa. xxxvij. 
Sion has deſpiſed thee, and laughed thee to ſcorn; the 22. 
Daughter of ſeruſalem hath ſhaken her head at thee, 
How does it degrade the Tyranny of Men, when 
a little handfut can fill a long War with Bravery ; 
when it's almoſt equal to them whether they con- 
er in the Field, or upon the Rack? It makes 
the Enemy little. What a ſtain was it upon Nebr- 
chadnezzar's Pomp, when Three Perfons ſtand up to 
confront him, though he had the Fiery Furnace on 
his ide? What a poor and diſregarded thing did 
his Fury appear to be, when their Faith replies ſo 
courfely to it? We are not careful to _ thee Pan. ii) 16, 
in this matter. Our God whom we ſerce, is able to de- 17 18. 
lier ws, yea, and he will deliver w out of thine hand, 
O King. But if not, be it known unto thee, that we 
will not ferce thy Gods, nor worſhip the golden Image 
that thou haſt fert ap. | 8 
'Twas the Deſigu of a mighry Enemy to ſtrike 
Terror into every Froteſtamt; bur, inſtead of doing 
it, rhe Courage and Danger of thoſe People have 
grown together. They have dar'd ro fight his At- 
mies, and to deſpiſe Bis —— Such as —— 
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made Captives in War have been triumphant upon 

the Wheel; as if r their Execution for 

N a Victory. That's a Cordial, as well as a Precept; 

Iſa. viij. 12, Fear. ye not their fear, neither. be ye, afraid. Kani 

13. _ the Lord of Hoſts himſelf, aud let him he your fear, and 

let hin le your dread, And how many have breath'd 

out their Lives under the ſupport of ſuch Dire- 

. ions? They have been enabled to deſpiſe the little 

things that lay within the Power of Men, and to 

take comfort in a Portion, which Malice could nor 

Mat. x. 28. 1each. Fear not them, ſays our Lord, who only kill 

the Body, and, after that, have no more that they can 

do. What can be a greater Mortitication to a Ty- 

_. rant, than to ſee a ſmall number deſpiſe his Armies 

; and Cruelty ? ITwas a noble flight upon Pharaoh, 

Heb. xj. 22. that the Parents of Moſes wire not afiai of the King's 

Commanament, It pals'd for a thing of no value 

with them. And Aſoſes himlelf repeated the Con- 

Ver. 27. 933 forſook Egypt, not fearing the Wrath 

of the Aillg. _ | 

(4.) IN the Rebukes of Providence. Theſe need 

none of gur enlargements to make them known; 

they preach themielves. Our belief of them does 

not come iu the ordinary road of Faith, by bearing; 

he that runs may read them. There are thoſe Figures 

of Majeity in all the parts of the Work, that we 

may look upon it as a Pillar of God's own fetting 

5 up, for the Memory of His Name. It's the ſhining 

Pal, ix. 16. forth. of Divinity: He deſigns to be known by the, 

Judgment that he executes, when the wicked are ſnar'd 

in the work of their own hands. He runs the whole 

length of a Providential Argument to ſhew him- 

lelt. There is ſomething in it that raiſes ous 

Thoughts to an higher cauſe than Nature. That 

cer Enemies of Retolution-and Greatueſs, ſhould 

'be ſcatter'd like Smoke before the Wind ; it's what 

_ Reaſon could not hope for before-hand, and what 

it knows not how to explain, when the Thing is 

Pal. xxVj. I. come to paſs. Ve are like them that dicam, when 
ſuch. grea: things are doue | 


a or . | IMG ; : 
G OD has given the AS FB Haar Fair 


Warning, that he will not always.receive their 
Wiekednels With a paſſive Silence. He has ſome- 
dung more grea Ful than Words 10 ſpeak out the 

4 . a 5 ; | 28 Re- 
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dn Reſemtment by And if Admonition do not enter 
Or into them, Providence ſhall. Reproof gives then 
"3 | fuch a blow as they cannot feel ; but there is a 
= more practica! Vengeance that will ſhrike home. 
. 4 Thi is the Lord's doing. There may be the Happiueſs 

of Wiſe and Faithful Councils, Couragious Gene- 
10 rals, and Sprightly Armies, but {till the Succels 
| comes from the Lord of Holts, who is mighty in Plal. xxiv. 8, 
1 Battle. For, the Race is not to the ſwift, nor the Battle Fccl. ix. 11. 
0 to the Feen. Promotion comes not from Eaſt, or M I, Plal. Ixxv. 6, 
or South ; but God puts down one, and ſets up auother, 7. | 
* F The Church was full of this Thought, when all | 
7 their dependance united upon him. Who will rel. Is. 9, | 
1 me into the ſtrong City? Who will lead me into Edont ? 10, 11, 12. | 
5 Wilt not thou, O Gad — Give ws help from trouble, ; 
for rain u the help of Nin: Through God we ſpall do 
5 ru iantiy, for he it is that ſhall tread down ous Ene- 
- | wies: That which chey call he Fortune of War, is 
a Term too profane for a Chriſlian, tov ndiculgus 
for a Man. Can we think, that He, who wes 
| che fall of every Sparrow, is unconeern'd about the Mar. x. 29. 
Ruin of à Great Army *” When rhe Enemy is mage 
þ 


TF * 


— 


ro retreat with Shame, it is from the Face of II- 
vinity. God himfelf was upon his march againſt 
them, as David owns. When mine Enemies are tuiu- Plal. ix. 3. 


ed back, they fall aud periſh at thy preſence,” . | 1 


III. WHAT is the Reaſon, why God puts 
them to alf this Contempt? We may account for | 
ſuch à Track of Diſpenſations ſeveral ways. Some | 
Reaſons may be taken from the Enemies, ſome from = | 
the Saints, and ſome from God himfelt, Bur I Will | 
only mention one of each ſort. 5 

50 Conlider, they have delpifed him, and chal- 
leng'd his Perfections. They have dar d Him to | 
vindicate his Cauſe, and breathe Life into a Threat- 8 | 
ning, Moab muſt therefore be deſtroyed frop Pere Jer. xlviij. 

1 becauſe he umgniſſed himſelf againſt 20 Lord. 42+) 

I colild ſhew you, in a vatiety. roo much for the - 
Time, how infolenr their Carriage has been, what - 
abuſive'Refletions* they have made upon Diviui- 
ty "Their" profaue Contempt of God's Worſhip", + 
their neglect of Application to Him; their Banter 
upon any Reverence ro a Deity; ele are things 

* 82 notorious 2 
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notorious 3 They ſaid in thei Hearts, There i no God; 
they have not called upon bin. 
"BUT Fl! tix upon one F which has been 
the burden of this Age, and will rear up a friglit- 
ful Monument in Hyſtory 5 and that is, their in- 
cxoachments upon Conſcience, When things of meer 
Human Invention are maintain'd by die Sword, 
when chere is no other choice for a ſerious munbex, 
| than to loſe either Sincerity or Blood: Is not t 
1 4 Time for the Supteam Judge to ſhew hiliſelf? 
Ila. Ixvj. 5. Rar the Word of the Lord, ye that tremble at his Word ; 
our Brethren that hated you, that caſt you out 2 
Names fake, ſaid, The Lord be gloriſied : but al 
appear to your joy, and they Hall be he d. Wat 
can be more arrogant, than to make that a Duty 
Which has no foundation in the Command ? Is not 
this to enter upon his Legiſlature ? This is a Glory 
that He will nat give to auother ;, and whoever pre- 
teuds to it ſpeaks the Language of rhe Aſſyrian, I 
will be like the moſt High, Now, when Superſtition 
is the Cauſe, Racks, aud Gallies, and Priſons, are 
| the Arguments. Tho' the Viath of Man, is no pro- 
Jam, ] 20, 57 way to work the Righteouſneſs of God, it's the on- 
| y perlwaſive that can drive ir the Deluſions of Sa- 
Aan. Bur God will let thoſe People know, that 
gnmaeſther the Cauſe var the Reaſons pleaſe him: This 
Jam. 11). 15. is a Wiſdom that deſcends not from above, but u earthly, 
ſenſual, and deyiliſh, Providence has thrown: as 
2 auch Contempt upon het Crime as upon any, Moab, 
Zeph. 1. 5, A be as Sedan, and the Children of Ammon at Go- 
10, 11. mortah, enen the breeding, of neitles, gud ſalt-pirs, and 
a, gerperual deſolatiou ; the rue ' Peaple ball. 
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Contradiction to it in Providence; to 1 that 4 
Diſpenſation will end in Sweerneſs which begins 
in a Tempeſt. The Policy and Strength of the Eye- 
my are no Shackles upon Omnipotenee, but they 
are great ones upon Faith. They cannot hinder a 
God from acting, but they oftentimes take away all 
the ſolace of our Expectation. Now, to ſet us right 
from unruly Fears, God lets us ſee what poor cole 
temptible Creatures the People are, who Make ſuc 
a figure in our Melancholy. That they have not 
the Greatneſs which our Imagination has given 
 (&) IT is to illuſtrate the reality of His own 
Government in the World. Becauſe Nebucbad nez sar ? 
could not learn this upon the Throne, he's leur to 
another School. He was dricen om Men, aud his Dan. iv. 32. 
dwelling was with the Beaſts of the Field, and they. 
made him eat graſs as Oc en; aud ſeten times paſſed 
over him, unt il be knew that the moſt High rulet in the 
Kingdom of Men, and gites it to whomſoever he will. 
Tho the whole Volune of Providence agrees with 
that of the Bible, yet it's hard in many cafes to 
ſee the Harmony between them, till God himſelf 
declare * But at l . 5.0 y 
wer, and appears to regu 5 80 t 4 1 irrt. 
ſay, 'Verily there i a . 5 FL the Righteow, = Wo =» 
he is a Gad who ruleth in the Earth. <7 


TV. WHERE's the connection between theſe 
tuo? Or, how does it follow, chat becaule G ͥh 
deſpiſes the Enemies of His Honous, his Peogle 

ut them to Shame ? *. N 
GE day account for it from His general 
8 ency over all the Affairs of this lower, 

Werld. Te Eyes of the Lord run to aud pa trough» 2 Chron. vj. 
out the Earth. It's an Expreſfian that muſt not he 9. | 
underitogd in a Literal, ſenſe; but is lignities ha.. 

extenſive and accurate his gbſervariou is. His H- 

vidence is the ĩunermoſt Wheel; it is unſeen, $8. 3 

yer it's univerſally controlling. is he char fes. 

the Bowets of A dom 7 rumbling, and puts A > 
Conſtitutioh inta 4 public Ferment. 4 and Dan. ij. 20, 
Abt ore by © Me changes the Tings any Saen Fa 


21. 
He remaxealy rg, and *[expeth ug Kings, But this 
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— 106 Right and remote from 'our caſe. "Theres 

ore. . . * = 8 eee : RE 
= (1.Y/THERE's A particular relation that He 
bears de his People, and it's this that engages His 

Contempt upon their Enemies. The Lord's port ĩou 

1 bis People, Jacob is the lot of his Inheritance, And 

will he be rob'd of the toſt valuable Treafure that 

he has upon Earth? Shall the Enemy ruin what 

coſt him ſo dear, and what he loves fo well ? It's 

a wild imagination as well as x dreadful one. 

1. HE has an Intereſt in**theit Cauſe. Nay, 

it's more His, than it can be theirs. Though th 

Enemy ſtrikes his immediate Blow at the Saints, 

Pſal. xiv. 6. yet the main Wound goes higher; © They ſhame the 
| | Counſel of the-Poor,” becauſe God is hi refuge. All 

.* their Flame for Religion is kindled by Hümelk. T's 

- a Leal for his Honour, that has made them run 

the extream hazard of Credit, Plenty, Liberty and 

Lite it fe.” Now, when he puts a flight upon 

their. Enemies, it's no other chan a plead ing his 

own Cauſe. There's nothing in the Faith they are 

Jude 3. contending. for, but what Has the Stamp of His 
Greatneſs, and the Image of His Putit ;, 

2. HE has the chief Honour, of their Triumph: 

Pfal: vij; 6,7 This follows upon the other,  4riſe, O Lord, in 
thine anger, tift up thy ſelf, becauſe of mine Enemies; 

and awake for me to the Judę ment thou haſt conmand- 

ed ©, So ſhall the Congregation of the Peaple compaſs thee 

abous Fb ther ſakes therefore retuſ n thou on high. 
Enemies themſelves can obſerve a laborious Divi- 
Pfal.Cxxv). 2. nity ; They ſaid among the Heathen, the Lord has done 
great things for them, When they are run low, His 
Name is {truck at- They camor lofe their Privi-. 
| ledges, but rhere will be that Infamy thrown upon 
Plal cxv. z. him, here is nom the Lord your God? Indeed, He 
has 2 Glory from the ſeeming retreats of His Love; 
Acts ij. 21. and this Will be made known at the Tine of the re- 
8 _ fiitution of all things. But at preſent it's 4 pp 
In Obſeurity, and don't ſhew it fetf with ftich a 
figure, as it does in the confuſibn of Enemies. 
— be keeps 1 fett of 15 Suintt, wry 4 0 

Dall be fflent in darkneſs ; for by. ftreneth ſpall no Mau 
1 Sam. ij. 9, — Wha the Aeta l La are h 
19. broken to piece, when the Lord thunders out of Hea-" 
2 ven 
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ven upon them, then he appears to judge the Ends of 
the Earth. God's Hengur will be at the full, when 
his Peoples Happineſs is fo. Whilit there's an 

mixture in their Comfort, there's ſo much eclipſe 


his Saints, and glorified in them that believe, when 

they attend his Chariot, as he comes zo take Ven- 

geauce upon them that know nat God. And, even in 

this World, there is no higher external Reverence 

that is paid to him, than when He gives a Sample 

of that future Judgment. When He makes hare Dm Iſa. lij. 10. 
holy Aim, then all the Ends of the Earth do ſee the 

Salvation of our God, | E bis} 

3. THIS agrees to that Covenant which he has 

made with our Dear Mediator. His Petition 3 3 

that he may have the Heathen for his Inberitauce, — Pſal. ij. 8, 9. 
the Ends of the Earth jor his Poſſeſſion. He has Au- 

thority to br2ak them with a Rod of Iron, and daſh 
them in pieces like a-Potter's Veſſel. And there are 

none too high for the ſtroke ; for, if the Amngs and Ver. 10. 11 
Judges of the Earth will not pay their Homage, they 12 *? 
ſhall per iſb quickly out of the way, when bis Wrath ben 
gins to burn. He muſt reigu till He has put domm all 1 Cor. xv. 25. 
things under his Feet. He ſits at the Father's KH, Plal. cx. 1. 
hand, till his Enemies, are made Ins Footſtopl,” I hat, 

as many. were aſtoniſbed at him, ſo he ſhall fyinkie many Ia. xxxij. 
Nations, and the Kings of the Earth ſhut their mouths 14, 16. 
at hin. The Father has given him Power: over. all Joh. xvij. 2. 
Fleſh, He went through a Task of Duty that was 54 
dreadful to Human Nature. And now, his Exal- 
ating 2 the e an aut CE NE | 

emands as part of the that was ſet e Vim. eie. 
He took on Fw the 7 Servant; nay, be made = XJ. 2. 
himſelf of no Reputation, and this was to deſerve an 
Empiie over all the Earth. As it pleas'd the Fa- Ifa, 1ii). 10. 
ther to bruiſe him, and put bim to Grief, when he made wy 
his. Soul an Offering for Sin; ſo He is as ready to | 
plead his Cauſe againſt the higheit Quality of Mor- 
tals. The Lord at thy Kight-hand fball \ſtrike through Pſal. cx. 5, 6. 
Kings in the day of his Wrath. He ſhall judge among. 
the Heathen, he So ill the place with dead Bodies 3 
be ſhall wound the Heads 0741 many Cuntries. 
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18. /SEE to whom we are indebted for the Mer- 

cy of rhote Vidories that brought us hither this 

Day. There's a fignal Contempt thrown upon our 

Enemies, who lately made the Nations obey, ei- 

ther their Con mands with expedition, or their 

Frowns with trembling, We look upon theſe migh- 

ty Turns as the Anſwer of Prayer. HER MA- 

Joe Y put us upon ferching the Mercy out of 

eaven $5 and now we have the ſame authority to 

ſend it thither again in the Profeſſions of Grati- 

tude. We are come to tell 'our God, in the Lan- 

= guage of Praiſe, that the Victory was-the Creature 
„f his Love, and it ſhall be the Wonder of Olirs. 
Had Providence changed ſides, and thrown as much 

Conqueſt into the Enemies Scale, as ir has done 

into- ours, what a dreadful meeting would this 

a1 have been? But through the good hand of o God 
| non u, we ate not come to take our parts in a Na- 
Pal. xl. 3, tional Condolence: No, He har put a new Song into 


5x vx .1 our months, even Praiſe to our $ many ſhall fre it, 


aud "foer, au Hai truſt zu the Lord. 

2. LET our Lives ſhew forth his Greatneſs, 
aud our Dependance him. Shall we provoke 
him to call back his Forces, and leave us to an 

Amy withomt a God ? We may re5:yce with trem- 
Chron. Ming, to conſider how Tniquity abounds. Are there 
2 n 
XXViij. 10. 7298 with au, - even with ws, Sins agninſt the Lord our 
God Can we imagine that He has wrought ſo 
Fzra ix. 13. great a Deliveraice as this, only that we ſhould 
La more unlimned in the ſwill of Luxury and Riot ? 
Hcſ. ii. 5. Ler us learn to fear the Lord and bis Goodneſs. 
| th 3. BE earneſt with Him for what remains. Turn 
Pſal. cxxvj. 4. qgaim our Captivity, O Lord, as fremmt in the South. 


The Work is tar from being compleat. Our Shouts 


of Praite are mingled with rhe Groans of thoſe 
People, for whow nothing ig provided. Our Brethren 


in Hunt have not yet thrown off their burden, 


tio" they have made fo. many brave Attempte for 


it. Burt, the Ged who has held back the Sward 


from us, can take it off from them. We are now 
Neh. viij. 10. in @ good day, proclaiming that the joy of the Lord 
| | * 
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i our Strength; but with them it is a d Trou- Iſa. xxxvij. 3 
ble, and Rebuke, aud Blaſphemy : The Children are 
come to the birth, and there b not ſtrength to bring 
forth, Oh, lift up your Prayer for the remnant that 
w left. This is a molt pertinent work on a Thankſ- 
giving-day. There's a connection between your 

ratitude for what is paſt, and your In tunity 
for more. They are both of them links of the ſame . | 
chain. You find how cloſe they ſtand together in of 
this Plalm: No 2 does the Pen- man rear up. | 
his Monument of what God had done, but th 
following breath is a 9 the Glorious Reſerves, .. 
Ob that the Salvation of Urael was come out of Sion, Vet: 6: 


4. WHAT an awful Contempt will God put 
upon his Enemies at the laſt Day? Then He es 
the concluding Blow, that ſhall at once deliver 
them up to erernal Silence and Horror: Like Sor Pſal; xlix. 14: 
tbey are laid in the grace, Death ſhall feed upon them, 
and the upright ſball have dominion in the morning. 
Then the Kingdom ſpall be deliver'd to the Saints. Dan. vii 18: 
We are told with what Maguificence our. Great 
Captain and His Retinue ſhall proceed. In Heaven 
the Apoltle ſaw a white Horſe ;, and He that ſat upon Rev: xix. 
him was called Faithful and True, and in righteouſneſs 11; ——16 
He doth judge and make war. His Eyes were as a 
flame of Fire, and on his Head were many Crowns ;, and 
he had a Name which no Man knew but he himſelf, and 
he was clothed with à veſture 7,» in Blood; and bu 1 
Name is called, The Word of God. And the Armies 
which were in Heaven followed him upon white Horſes 
clothed in white Linnen, white and clean. And out of 
bis Mouth goes a ſharp Sword, that with it he ſhould. 
ſmite the Nations; aud be rules them with a rod of 
Iron; and he treads the Wine-preſs of the 8 
and Wrath of 1 God. And be has on bis Ve- 
re, and on bis Thigh, a Namie written, KING OF 
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. Oh 
what an aſtoniſhing day will that be to thoſe who 
have defied his Greatneſs, and abus'd his People? | 
In each of theſe ways they have crucified him afreſh, Heb. vj. 6; 
and put him to open ſhame. But, behold, he comes in Rev. 1.7. 
the Clouds, * ſhall ſee him, and they that 
pierced him, and all kindreds of tg. Earth ſhall wail, __ 
L bar 9 a4 kicauſe 5 
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2 515 I — of him. This will be 2 TOs Day to 
the Ranſomed of the Lord; They may lift up their 

Heads at the diſſolution of all things. When Na- 
re gives the Great Crack, and the Earth and Sea 

- are no more, then their Redemption draws nigh. He 
comes at that time to 'make inguiſtion for Blood, 
Iſa. xxxv. 9, and te remeniber the - cries of che humble. No Lion 
| be there, nor ravenous Beaſt ſhall go up theyeon +; 


- 


10. 
A it ſhall not be found there; bur the » _ 
- walk there: br the ran omed of the Lord fhal 75 
turn — — _ ah wit 5 and _ 
upon their · 16 Derr 
end fe and fu * 
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